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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES——NO, XVII. 
CHARACTER OF JOHN LOCKE. 


£f this celebrated philosopher, illustrious by his 
wisdom and virtue; by his love of trath and at- 
tachment to the great interests of mankind; by 
his devout study and skilful illustration of the 
scriptures, we can add nothing to what has al- 
ready been well and justly said. Memoirs of his 
Sife have been conrpiled by Lord King, an improv- 
ed edition of whici) has been lately published, fur- 
nishing copious extracts from his journals, corres- 
pondence and common place books. From these, 
omitting all reference to his political or metaphys- 
ical works, which, however, have immortalized his 
name, we select a few passages, which exhibit 
him m his private virtues, and especially in his 
character as a faithful inquirer after Christian 
truth, and an exemplary disciple of the Lord 
Jesus. The closing scenes of his life were in this 
view particularly interesting and instructive ; not 
as exhibiting any new character, or virtues never 
before displayed, but in their beautiful consisten- 
cy with his long and useful course, and in the tes- 
timony, which with his dying lips he bore to the 
inestimable value and efficacy of his faith. 

From a brief memoir of Mr Locke by another 
writer, we learn, that after he had diligently em- 
ployed a great part of his life in useful occupa- 
tions, literary, political and charitable, he accept- 
ed an offer that was made him by Sir Francis 
Masham and his lady, of an apartment in their 
country seat at Oates, a village in Essex near 
London ; that in this pleasant retirement he spent 
the remainder of his days; devoting his time al- 
most exclusively to the study of the scriptures. 
“He was never weary,” says this writer, “ of ad- 
miring the great views of that sacred book, and 
the just relation of all its parts, and every day 
made discoveries in it, which gave him fresh cause 
of admiration. This devout philosopher ever ex- 
pressed the most profound veneration for the word 
of God and earnestly exhorted Christians to make 
it their study.” His reply to a friend, who a little 
before his death had asked this question, “ What 
is the shortest and surest way for a young gentle- 
man to attain to a true knowledge of the Christian 
religion, in the full and just extent of it ?” has 
been often repeated, and cannot be too faithfully 
remembered or seriously considered. His answer 
was, “I.et him study the holy scriptures, particu- 
larly the New Testament. Therein are contain- 
ed the words of eternal life. It has God for its 
author; salvation for its end; and truth without 
any mixture of error for the matter.” 

In the life by Lord King, who we, believe, was 
of some near collateral descent, we are told, that 
during the four last years of his life, Mr Locke’s 
increasing infirmities confined him wholly to the 
retirement he had chosen with his kind friends, 
Lord and Lady Masham, in Essex; and that 
though laboring under an incurable disorder, he 
was cheerful to the last, constantly interested in 
the welfare of his friends, and at the same time 
perfeetly resigned to his own situation. His lite- 
rary occupation at that time was chiefly the study 
of St Paul’s Epistles, his commentaries on which 
were published not long after his death ; and ever 
since, notwithstanding the accumulating mass of 
sacred criticism and biblical literature, have main- 
tained their place among the most valuable works 
in the whole range of English theology. 


In October 1704, says Lord King, his dis- 
order greatly increased : on the 27th of that 
month, Lady Masham, not finding him in his 
study as usual, went to his bedside, when he 
told her that the fatigue of getting up the 
day before had been too much for his strength 
and that he never expected to rise again 
lrom his bed. He said that he had now fin- 
ished his eareer in this world, and that in all 
probability he should not outlive the night, 
certainly not to be able to survive beyond 
he next day or two. After taking some re- 
teshment, he said to those present that he 
Wished them all happiness after he was gone. 
lo Lady Masham, who remained with him, 
he said he thanked God he had passed a 
happy life, but that now he found that all 
was vanity, and exhorted her to consider this 
world only-a6 @ Preparation for a better state 
hereafier.. He would not suffer her to sit up 
with him, saying, thet perhaps he might be 
able to sleep, but if amy change should hap- 
Pen, he would send for. her. 


) | Having no 
sleep in the night, 


he was taken out of bed 


desired to be dressed, and then heard Lady 
Masham read the. Psalms apparently with 
great attention, until perceiving his-end to 
draw near, he stopped her, and expired aq 
very few minutes afterwards, about three 
clock in the afternoon of the 28th October, 
in his 73d year. 

The following character of Locke was drawn 
by Lady Masham; and is copied by Le Clere in 
his own memoir, or eloge, as « coming from one, 
who knew him well, and too excellent to be 
omitted.” 


| He was,” says. she; (and I can confirin, 


obas Le Clerc, her testimony in great ‘meas- 
ae what I have myself seen here) “a 
wa ry Philosopher, anda man fit for the 
| r ‘portant affairs., Heshad’ much know. 
edge of belles lettres, and his manners were 


very polite and particularly engaging. He 
knew something of almost everything which 
can be useful to mankind, and was thoroug) i~ 
ly master of all that he had studied, but ue 
showed his superiority by not appearing ‘to 
value ~himself in any way on account of ‘h is 
great attainments. Nobody assumed less t!ne 
airs of a master, or was less dogmatical, aiid 
he was never offended when any one-did not 
agree with his opinions. ‘There are, nev: ar- 
theless, a species of disputants, who, after 





shaving been refuted several times, alway!; re- 
turn to the charge, and only repeat the s a.me 
argument. ‘These he could not éndure, ‘and 
he sometimes talked of them with impatie sce, 
but he was the first to acknowledge th at he 
had beeu too hasty. In the most triflin g cir- 
cumstances of life, as well as in specu :|:ative 
opinions, he was always ready to be cc »vin- 
ced by reason, let the information come: from 
whomever it might. He was the most faith- 
ful follower, or indeed the slave of truth, 
which he never abandoned on any ac count, 
and which he loved for its own sake. 

He accommodated himself to the le vel of 
the most mo.lerate understandings; and in 
disputing with them, he did not diminish the 
force of their arguments against hims ¢:If, al- 
though they were not well expressed t.y- those 
who had used them. He felt pleasure i h con- 
versing with all sorts of people, and t ried to 
profit by their information, which atc)se not 
only from the good education he had. receiv- 
ed, but from the opinion he entertairiad, that 
there was nobody from whom someth ing use- 
ful could not be got. And indeed. by this 
means he had learned so many things con- 
cerning the arts and trade, that he s eemed to 
have made them his particular sttidy, inso- 
much that those, whose profession they were, 
often profited by his information, and con- 
sulted him with advantage. Bad msianers par- 
ticularly annoyed and disgusted ‘him, when 
he saw they proceeded not from ig tiorance of 
the world, but from pride, from ha.ughtiness, 
from ill-nature, from brutal stwpidity, and 
other similar vices; otherwise, he was far 
from despising whomever it might be for 
having a disagreeable appearanc e. 
sidered civility not only as somethiing agree- 
able and proper to gain people’s hearts, but 
as a duty of Christianity, which ‘ought to be 
more insisted on than itcommonly is. He 
recommended with reference te) this, a tract 
of Messrs de Port Royal, ‘ sur | es moyens de 


conserver les paix avec les horn mes ;’ and he 
rmauch approved the sermons he had heard 
from Mr Wichkot, a Doctor of Divinity, on 


this subject, and which have since been 
printed, 

His conversation was very arsreeable to all 
sorts of people, and even to ladies ; and no- 
body was better received than he was among 
people of the highest rank. He was by nc, 
means austere, and asthe conversation of 
well-bred people is usually more easy ani] 
less studied and formal, if Mr Locke had not 
naturally these talents, he he.d acquired then. 
by intercourse with the world ; and whait 
made him so mach the more agreeable was, 
that those who were not acquainted with hirn 
did not expect to find such manners in a 
man so much devoted to stiudy, Those who 
courted the acquaintance of Mr Locke to 
collect what might be learnt from a man of 
his understanding, and who approached him 


not only the manners of a well-bred man, but 
also all the attention which they could ex- 
pect. He often spoke against railiery, which 
is the most hazardous part of conversation if 
not managed with address, and though he 
excelled in-it himself, he never said anything 
which could shock or injure auy body. He 
knew how to soften everything he said, and 
to give it an agreeable turn. If he joked his 
friends, it was about a trifling fault, or about 
something it was advantageous for them to 
know. As he was particularly civil, even 
when he began to joke, people were satisfied 
that he would say something obliging. He 
never ridiculed a misfortune, or any natural 
defect. 


He was very charitable to the poor, pro- 
vided they were not the idle, or profligate, 
who did not frequent any church, or who 
spent their Sundays in an alehouse. He felt, 
above all, compassion for those, who, having 


ty in their old age. He said that it was not 
sufficient to keep them from starving, but 








and carried into his study, where he sle | some comfort. 
a m pa . Ay. ; Si pt for ‘> 2 . ; 
some time in his ehair; and after waking he | ¢'S good to deserving objects ; and often 

> |© | in his walks he visited the poor of the neigh- 





that they ought to be enabled to live with 
He sought opportunities of 


borhood, and gave them the wherewithal to 
relieve their wants, or to buy the medicines 
which he prescribed for them if they were 
sick, and had no medical aid. 


He did not like anything to be wasted ; 
which was, in his opinion, losing the treas- 


ure of which God has made us the econo- | 


mists. He himself. was very regular, and 
kept exact accounts of everything. 

If he had any defect, it was the being 
somewhat passionate; but he had got the 
better of it by reason, and it, was very seldom 
that it did him or any one else any. harm. 
He. often, described the ridicule of it, and 
said. that it availed nothing inthe education 
of children, nor in keeping servants in order, 
and that it’ only lessened the anthority which 


He con- | 


worked hard in their youth, sunk into pover- | 
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servants, and showed them with gentleness 
Jnow he wislied to be served: He not only 
lrept strictly a'secret which” had been con- 
fided t6 him; but he never mentioned any- 
thing which Could prove injarious, although 
lie had not been enjoined to secrecy ; nor did 
Jae ever wrong a friend by any sort of indis- 
cretion or inadvertency. He was an exact 
observer of his word, and what he promised 
was sacred.’ He was scrupulous about re- 
commending people whom he did not know, 
and he could not bring himself to praise those 
whom he did not think worthy. If he was 
told that his recommendations had not pro- 
duced the effect which was expected, he 


said, that ‘it'arose from his never having, 


deceived any body by saying more than he 
knew, that what he answered for might be 
found as he stated it, and that if he acted 
otherwise, his recommendations would have 
no weight.’ é 

His greatest amusement was to talk with 
sensible people, and he courted their conver- 
sation. He possessed all the requisite quali- 
ties for keeping up an agreeable and friendly 
intercourse. He only played at cards to 
please others, although from having often 
found himself ‘among people who did, he 
played well evough when he set about it ; 
but he never proposed ‘it, and said it was 
only an amusement for those who have not 
conversation. 

In his habits he was clean without affecta- 
tion or singularity ; he was naturally very ac- 
tive, and. occupied himself as much as his 
health would admit of. Sometimes he took 
pleasure in working in a garden, which he 
understood perfectly. He liked exercise, but 
the complaint on his chest not allowing him 
to walk much, he used to ride after dinner ; 
when he could no longer bear the motion of 
a horse, he used to go in a wheel chair ; and 
he always wished for a companion, even if it 
were only a child, for he felt pleasure in 
talking with well-bred children. The weak 
:state of his health was an inconvenience to 
‘nimself alone, and occasioned no unpleasant 
sensation to any one, beyond that of seeing 
him suffer. His diet was the same as other 
people’s, except that he usually drank noth- 
ing but water; and he thought his absti- 
nence in this respect had preserved his life 
so long, although his constitution was so 
weak. He attributed to the same cause the 
preservation of his sight, which was not 


much impaired at the end of his life; for he 
could read by candle-light all sorts of books, 


unless the print was very small, and he never 
made use of spectacles. He had no other in- 
firmity but his asthma, except that ‘four years 
before his death he became very deaf, during 
a period of about six months. “Finding him- 
self thus deprived of the pleasures of conver- 
sation, he doubted whether blindness was 
not preferable to deafness, as he wrote to one 
of his friends ; otherwise, he bore his infirmi- 
ties very patiently. “This,” as Le Clerc says, 
‘‘is an accurate, and by no means flattered de- 
scription of this great man.” 


ARGUMENT FOR THE UNITARIAN DOCTRINE, 
GROUNDED ON THE MORAL CHARACTER OF 
CHRIST. 


We copied an article somé time ago from the 
Unitarian Monitor, over the initials ‘appended to 
the following article, which, it will also be seen 





No one imagines that the conflicting inter- 
pretations which are made of the scriptures, 
and of the same scripture, are owing to the 
want of a precise doctrine or a definite mean- 
ing, in the minds of the inspired teachers 
themselves. None are so uncandid, neither, 
as to attribute them to intentional unfairness 
in the great mass of Christians. ‘They are 
the result of the imperfection of language, 
which makes it unavoidable that the plainest 
expressions should be capable of a variety of 
constructions, more or less consistent and ju- 


irial, with all their malignant solicitude to 


answered. 


an important question was singly, distinctly, 


mode of reasoning, or despair of attaining to 
the critical knowledge necessary to make a 
satisfactory use of it themselves. If there be 
any other way, therefore, of satisfying the 
Christian world as to the mind of the sacred 
teachers;—what a happy thing would jt be! 

I have already attempted something of this 
nature. with regard to the much agitated 
question, What relation:to the Father was 


claimed by Jesus Christ? . Was it one of lite- 
ral equality, or was tt only a subordinate rela- 


tion? My object was to —produce ‘some cer- 
tain and unquestionable case, if possible, in 
which the subject was submitted to Christ 
himself,—and in which he returned a perti- 
nent answer, an answer which he knew must 
tend to produce a decided impression respect- 
ing the point at issue;—and which did in fact 
produce an impression the most decided and 
lasting upon the minds of his hearers. One 
such case, clear aud unequivocal, is certain- 
ly to be considered as worth a host of other 
arguments. For we have only to ask our- 
selves,—had* we an opportunity of putting a 
question directly tovan inspired person, con- 
cerning some article of faith, and should re- 
ceive a reply conveying a particular view and 
adapted to fix that view upon: our minds, 
whether we should not consider the matter 
as now determined ; whether. we should wish 
to ramble through volumesof controversy, of 
attend to conflicting hosts of: scriptural cita- 
tions ; whether our minds would not be at 
rest. 

Now, I think, we have two remarkable 
cases of this very nature, in respect to the 
doctrine of the Divine Unity. One has al- 
ready been noticed in this paper, some months 
ago. It was when our Saviour was accused 
by his countrymen of making himself equa! 
with God. The point was submitted to him 
in the most distinct, definite manner, as a 
point of faith, and a point of great and seri- 
ous difficulty. If a true doctrine in any re- 
spect, and, much more, if an essential one, 
here was the moment that needed it should 
be explained and -vindicated. Objections 
were all alive’; and whatever was said by him 
about it, would fall on attentive minds,—and 
leave a deep and durable impression : And 
what was his reply? “If ye call them gods 
to whom the word of God came, and the 
scripture cannot be broken, say ye of him 
whom the Father hath sanctified and sent 
into the world, Thou blasphemest, because I 
said, I am the Son of God?’ Jesus here de- 
nies the charge of making himself literally 
equal with God. He says the title of Son of 
God was all he had assumed,—but that on 
account of his having been sanctified and sent 
into the world with a divine commission, he 
might have taken the very title of God, as 
others similarly commissioned had done be- 
fore him, according to the scriptures. 

Think of this answer. What can be more 
full of conclusion as to the agitated inquiry, 
whether Jesus Christ is equal with God? 
How impossible any other impression should 
be produced by his ‘answer on those who 
heard it, than that he had no. idea of repre- 
senting himself as equal with God; or that, 
if he had appeared so to do, by any appella- 
tion he had taken, it was not on the ground 
of any personal, literal equality, but merely 
on account of his being commissioned of the 
Deity, and sent into the world with divine 
instructions to mankind ? 

The Jews, it is observable, seem to have 
been satisfied with this explanation, insomuch 
that, though it appears what gross blasphemy 
they would have considered any pretence of 
claim to personal equality with God on the 
part of our Saviour, they did not, at his last 


produce a conviction of blasphemy against 
him then, repeat the accusation he had now 


Here, therefore, was a clear case, where 


dicious according to the fairness, discern- 
ment and carefulness of the reader. The 
exactest language could not have avoided this 
difficulty, and it is one which is much in- 
creased by the popular style in which the 
scriptures are written; so that now a large 
number of sensible and fair-minded persons 
have come to attach very little weight to. the 
common citations of texts. They are dispos- 
ed to say, ‘we admit the authority of the 
scriptures, and we are ready to submit to 
their decision on every subject. But what ts 
their decision? Besides the mere verbal 
construction of a passage, we want to be as- 
sured of the intention of the sacred author. 
A construction may seem to be according to 
the text. But we have found so many differ- 
ent faces put upon the same words, that we 
are jealous of scriptural quotations, and are 
ready to adopt the current maxim, that there 
is scripture for everything. Satisfy us then of 
the inlention of the inspired writer. Let us 
see that he was looking at the very point said 
to be decided by him,—that he was measur- 
ing the force of his. words in that very light ; 
contemplating a decision of the kind, and to 
the extent attributed to him. Then we will 
be contented, and not before.” I do believe 
this is something like a general state of the 
public feeling among enlightened men; that 
they have become now so accustomed to.the 
diversities of biblical exposition,—to tracts 
on all sides, each replete with their respective 


vehemently urged upon the attention of Jesus, 
and where his answer was wholly of a Unila- 
rian character, of which he must have fore- 
seen the effect, and where the effect was ac- 
tually produced. Suppose an essential de- 
fect in what he replied,—suppose an, evasion 
in it, leading naturally and inevitably to an 
important, and what our Orthodox brethren 
would have to say, a fundamental error,—for 
to deny Christ’e personal equality with God— 
an equality infinitely above his merely being 
sanctified and sent into the world, they hold 
would be fundamental,—and what can we 
make of the moral honesty and intrepidity of 
Jesus Christ ? 

But there is one more instance, and only 
one, in which Jesus was accused of making 
himself equal with God ;—and here too he 
answered to the charge, and denied its truth ; 
only he grounded the denial upon a. different: 
foundation. In the former instance, he main- 
tained there was nothing in the title of Son 
of God, and would not ‘have been :n that of 
God himself, to imply equality. with the Fath- 
er; but that he, on the ground of a divine 
commission, was vasaition, like others before 


him, in bearing any appellation of ‘divinity, 


however exalted. ‘But in the present’ case, 
he repels the charge in a different. mode: 
He declares distinctly that all his. powers 
were derived from the Fatther.; that he spake 
only what his Father commissioned him to 
say ;—that he did only what his Father ena- 





quotations from the’ Bible, that ‘they have 





one’ had ‘over them.’ ‘He’ was ‘Kind to his 


either contracted a prejudice against this 


all pretensions to equality with God, by disa- 


had receive 
ended his second reply to the all 
his placing himself on a level with God. . It 
verse, &c. ‘‘ Therefore the 
more to kill him, because he..not only 
broken the sabbath, but said also that God 
was his Father, making himself equal with 
God.” (That is—they 
he had neither broken the sabbath, nor made 
himself equal with God.) _ ‘: Then answered 
Jesus and said unto them,. verily, verily, I 


self, but what he seeth the Father do; for 
what things soever he doeth, them also doeth 
the Son likewise. _ For the Father loveth the 
Son and sheweth him all things that himself 


myself do nothing; as I hear, I judge, and 
my judgment is just, because I seek not mine 
own will, but the will of the Father who sent 
me.” 

Thus, on this second occasion, I say, did 
Jesus answer to the--charge of, assuming 


all his powers of doing and of judging-were 
derived from Him wao sent him ; thus did he 
improve this new, (in order of time, however, 
the first) opportunity, to let the people. know 


to claim equality with God... Could. he twice 


this topic, and each time:-have answered ex- 
plicitly im sucha manner as contained no 


as sent into the: world with a. divine. commis- 
sion, and possessing no power nor authority 
of his own ; could he twice have met the seb- 
ject with such an explanation; and still, his 
personal equality with the Father be a true 
and essential doctrine of his religion ?. Could 
he thus have improved the only. occasions ou 
which this question was ever .adverted to in 
his presence? not only returning repeated 
answers tothe same. effect, but drawn from 
different considerations to which he referred, 
in each case equally pertinent, rational and 
decisive ?. Perhaps my views of.what the in- 
genuousness of our Savious’s character re- 
quired are somewhat exaggerated and mis- 
taken, but unless they are so exceedingly, :1 
think, after meeting with these two scriptutes 
now exhibited, I should feel under very litthe 
necessity of pursuing a laborious examination. 
to ascertain whether Jesus had. made. it ne- 
cessary for our salvation, to believe. in his 
literal and personal equality with God. 

__ It may be said, that he did not claim equal- 
ity with the Father for his human, but only 
his devene nature. But did he make that dis- 
tinction in these replies? If it were a funda- 
mental error to disbelieve his. equality with 
God, in respect to one part of his nature,did 
he insert any guarding quabification to pre- 
vent it? It seems i was. not prevented. 
Farther, he speaks of himself as. sanctified 
and sent into the world, and in this capacity, . 
as not being equal with God. Do not our 
Orthodox friends suppose that it was his su-. 
perior nature that came inlo the world, and 
invested itself in human form? Agaifr, in 
his other reply, he mentions his office as the 
judge of men ; and in this capacity, also, as 
not equal with the Father, but, dependent, 
and deriving all his knowledge and authority 
from the Supreme. Being; and. is not this 
office assigned to his superior nature 2?) There 
seems no escape, therefore, from the argu- 
ment which has been suggested, in either of 
these directions, but rather an enforcement 
of it. I. N, 





[From the Christian Reformer.] 


CAUSES OF THE DIFFICULTY OF UNDERSTAND- 
ING THE SCRIPTURES. 


Besides the difficulties of understanding 
the Scriptures arising from their having been 
written in languages that are now dead, and 
their being known to us only through -the 
medium of translations, and from. their. fre- 
quent allusion to customs, prejudices, idioms 
and facts to which we are total strangers 

there are two obvious difficulties pointe out 
by Mr Locke, in his admirable Essay for the 
understanding of Paul’s Epistles, prefixed to 
his Paraphrase, which every one desirous of 
understanding this part of the Bible ‘should 
make conscience of reading and studying. 

1. One is, the division of the Epistles into 

chapters and verses. This expedient, like 

that of punctuation; “ was not used by the 

apostolic writers, but 1s a contrivance of a 

much later date; devised by some of the 

first commentators, for the convenience of 
readers. ‘I'he division into chapters, that 

now universally prevails in Europe, derived 

its origin from Cardinal Caro, who lived in 

the twelfth century; the subdivision into 

verses is of no older date than the middle of 


the sixteenth century, and was the invention 
of Robert Stephens.” A surer method of 
making the Scriptures unintelligible was 
never imagined. Serve any other histories 
or epistles in the same way, and you would 
laugh at your.own folly. 
the experiment was first tried upon the book 
of Proverbs, which being. «. string of uncan- 
nected sentences would well enough, bear it, 


should suppose 





bled him'to perform.’ In a word he disclaims || b 


ut one wonders how any but a monk dream- 


ing in a cell could think of applying it toa 


vowing any Ponte or authority but-what. be 
from him who sent him. Thus 

tion of . 
will be found in the 5th chop, of Johan, 18th 
ews sought the 
had 


said so, for, in truth, : 


say unio you, the Son can do nothing of him- 


| doeth, and he will shew him. greater. works. 
than these that ye may maryel.—I can of 


eqaality with the Father, by declaring that . 


how far there was any -intention on his.part., 


have permitted, himself to be pressed. upon | 


suggestion of equality with his.Father, but, % 
on the other. hand, represented himself only 
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. : tended argu! |\head and give tone to this majority, as yourse | ght M GWner was traced; and the papers 
continued narrative or an — toh Al "Piey hold that sin begins and ends in flesh,—that foro nisely d P pe POI RE et 
ment. The consequence @ ‘@ll men are released from guilt, condemnationand |" “= ) "™ are Mow deposite proper 
Scripture being thus broken Poe ul th head at the nt oo that place, thes. British Museum, where they ‘are ‘ 
scraps is, that they are regardes By A no condition for man beyond the grave, but that ) carefully preserved, and by the ¢@rious may i 
titude as nothing more than th collée! . Zh whieh he is as the angi od in heaven i ihe scent Ps eu a ler ! 
of sayings. Verses are quoted, argua ' ¢ that there..will-de a re ‘of all, mankind. » BSthe remains of the er ent Dr | 

The Same writer is appeal-s | froma the dead-to immortality,—that this resurtec-| Cudworth.- This relation, our readers’ will 


are overlooked. 
ed to in support of opinions diametrically 
opposite, and the best and wisest of books 
dégénerates into a tissue of contradictions. 
Systems of opinion are no longer “formed on 
the collective wisdom of the Scriptures, but 
become a sort of theological mosaic-work, 
composed of bits of the sacred writing pick- 
ed wp here afid there and placed together, 
not because they are connected, but because 
they will form a striking contrast. Ifa man 
wanted to burlesque the sacred writings, he | 
could desire no other plan. 

2.’ The othér difficulty incident to the 
present time is, that the phraseology of 
Scripture is taught as from infancy in a giv~ 
en sense, and consequently when we meet 
with it‘we attach to it precisely tWe ideas we 
have léarnt by rote, aud thus the reading of 
the Scriptures serves only to confirm our 
prejudices. With these prejudices aboat us, 
we may ivcrease our acquaintance with 





chapters and verses, but we acquire no ideas, 


and though we be ever learning we neve: 
come at the knowledge of the truth. A, 


every re:spect as blessed, as those who die the 


' deeds disgrace the annals of man, shall start up in 
’ the resurrection to an equality with Gabrie!,— 


| pentance, contrition and devout voluntary submis- 





man with a concordance in his head may 
yet be as ignorant as a Hottentot of the real 
meaning of the Scriptures. ‘The only way: 


to read them to advantage is totake them uf» ) 


as if we now saw them for the first time, tc» 
scrutinize and sift every word, to rest con- 
tented with none but a reasonable sense of 
words, and if none such can be found, to 
pass over them as blank spaces, affixing no 
idea to them at all. [t would be a curious 
experiment to bring up a youth unacquainted 
with the Scriptures till he comes to years of 
maturity, and then to put them into his 
hands as literary works of great antiquity 
and great excellence. Imagine such an on: 
(it is at least a harmless fancy) reading the 
New Testament for the first time with a 
view to understand it, along with a youth 
educated in the common way. They come 
fet us suppose, to the word Logos. What 
does it mean? ‘The one instantly replies, 
‘“* Jesus Christ.” The other pauses. ‘* Logos: 
means a speech—a word, or the reason or 
wisdom implied in a speech or word. It 
may mean Jesus Christ, or the Divine Rea- 
son or Wisdom manifested in Christ, but it 
appears to be of Platonic extraction, and I 
wonder so plain a writer as John should 
have used it. Pass on.”” They come to the 
word Satan. “ Satan’ says the one, ‘“‘is 
the chief of the lapsed angels—an archangel 
fallen.” ‘“* That,” says the other, “‘is a po- 
etical interpretation. Satan is a Hebrew 
word and signifies an adversary. Itis the 
designation of a character, not the name of 
a person. He who impedes the cause of 
truth, or persecutes good men, is a Satan. 
This I understand.” They come, let us 
suppose once more, to the word Mediator. 
« This,” exclaims the child of prejudice, 
‘means a God-man.” ‘‘ The interpreta- 
tion,” replies the inquirer, “ do not com- 
prehend. It seems to me to involve an ab- 
surdity. A mediator means one person com- 
ing between two other persons or parties. 
Moses. came between God and the Jews ; 
Moses was therefore a Mediator. Jesus of 
Nazareth came between God and mankind 
at large; he also was a Mediator. This is 
plain.” ' 

Who of these two is the more likely to 
come at the real meaning of the Scriptures? 
Or rather, how is it possible, that the one, 
taught—no, not taught—prejudiced as he has 
been, should understand them? 





{For the Christian Register. ] 

REGENERATION AS HELD BY UNIVERSALISTS. 

Mr Enp1tror,—l think the folowing extract cu- 
rious and deserving of notice as bringing us ac- 
quainted with the speculations of a large and in- 
creasing sect among us on a subject of great im- 
portance and interest to all who think about relig- 
ion. The extract is also written with ability, ex- 
posing very satisfactorily the unsoundness and 
bad moral tendency of the view upon which it an- 
imadverts,—and giving us at the same time the 
juster sentimeats by which the writer and his 
brethren stand distinguished from those with 
whom till lately they have been associated under 
the common name of Universalists. 

The occasion of the article from which this ex- 
tract is taken was briefly this. When the Editor 
of the Independent Messenger, and his brethren 


of similar views, separated from the main body of 


tion will ‘in the twink 








ling of_aneye’ render all 


equali'y holy and happy, that those who die the 
blacke st sinners will rise as pure, as holy, and in 


most ex.cvllent saints,—that for the deeds done in 
the body whether good or evil, men in that state 
will neither de called to account, punished, or re- 
warded. I presume that you will agknowlecgs 
this to be a true statement, as far as it goes, of the 
doctrine held by a “ majority of the General Con- 
vention.” Now, is this resurrectional transmuta- 
tion of all mankind regeneration? It implies in- 
deed a most efficacious and perfect regenera- 
tion ; but is Jt regeneration in the received sense 
of theologicai terms? Has man any share in this 
work? Does he desire it, choose it, or even con- 
sent to it as a moral creature? When Nero, 
Marat, and al! the inhuman monsters, whose dark 


happy as the happiest of glorified apostolic mar- 
tyrs,—will their holiness be a result of their re- 


sion to God? Will it be a holiness desired and 
sought after and accepted by them? Or will it 
be conferred on them, as existence is upon the 
human infant, without choice, without c>nsent, 
and even without knowledge ? Plainly the latter. 
As all men are born, and must die, regardless ot 
their consent, so in that resurrection they are all 
to be made holy, regardless of their consent, 
and wall this in a moment, ‘in the twinkling of an 
eye. 

Now Sir, whatever this may be to you and 
your brethren, it is not regeneration in the re- 
ceived sense of theological terms. It bears no re- 
semblance to the work of regeneration as viewed 
by the Restorationists, and, | may add, by almost 
the whole Christian world. We believe in that 
regeneration to which the creature is a party. 
Regeneration with us, is this ;—man is a sinner, 
—exercises faith in God and Christ,—repents 
with deep sorrow and contrition of heart,—exerts 
his utmost ability to undo his wrongs, to break off 
his sins, to reform ;—falls down in spjrit before 
God,—implores mercy,—yields himself unreserv- 
edly to the Divine disposal,—is freely justified of 
God for Christ’s sake, and enters into the enjoy- 
ment of true spiritual happiness. We cannot be- 
lieve that sinners are to be ushered into heaven 
without the consent and concurrence of their own 
minds. We cannot believe that God will ever 
violate or disregard the moral agency of his crea- 
tures.—that he wili ever render them holy in any 
manner incomprehensible to their finite faculties, 
or repugnant to the free, concurring exercise of 
their moral powers. ‘I’o us therefore your resur- 
4 regeneration is properly no regeneration 
ata 





[For the Christiau Register. j 
TRUE TEXT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


Mr Eprtror—In your paper of December 24th, 
there were several interesting questions asked ; 
but why no reply has appeared I cannot imagine. 





the Universalists and assumed the name of Res- 


torationists,—they justified the separation on the 


ground, among other things, of widely differing 
sentiments from those with whom they had hith- 
erto becn connected ;—and among other particu- 
lars,—in regard to the Christian doctrine of re- 


generation,—which they contend that the Univer- 


salisis had in effect given up. To this, after one 


or two intermediate publications, a reply was of- 
fered from one of the leading members of the 
sect, denying that the doctrine had been surren- 
dered, and maintaining that the Universalists as a 
body, held very strongly to the scripture doctrine 
of regeneration. The extract which I send you 
is in answer to this communication,—and having 
thus brought the facts of the case before your 
readers, I will leave the matter for their consid- 
eration. 


The writer to whom this is a reply, had said that 
after a personal acquaintance of nearly seven years 
with a majority of the General Convention (of 
Universalists,) he could say he knew not a mem- 
ber who denied or disbelieved the scripture doc- 
trine of regeneration. To this the author of this 
extract,—-the Editor of the Independent Messen- 
ger, @ Restorationist paper, published at Mendon 


in this State,—gives the following answer. 


I suppose myself to have been as long and as 


The questions pertained to the use of a transla- 
tion of the New Testament acknowledged to be 
incorrect. It seems to me high time that this 
question was brought fully and clearly before the 
public mind. Ifthere be a standard Greek text, 
why 1s it not introduced ? If it be in truth correct, 
it is the New Testament; it is the word ot God. 
If scholars are aware of this, how can they in 
I truly wish the qnes- 
Z. 


conscience use any other 
tions may be answered in your columns. 
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LIFE OF JOHN LOCKE. 


For some facts in the biographical notice 
of this great man and exemplary Christian, 
we are partly indebted toa work, entitled 
** The Truth and Excellence of the Christian 
Religion exhibited ; containing sketches of 
the lives of eminent Laymen, who have writ- 


perceive, does not strictly come within the 
design of our paper, but it belongs to the 
history of Locke, and throws light, or rather /; 
darkness, on the history of some others. 


citing the history of their institation, and 
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BOSTON SEAMAN’S FRIEND SOCIETY. 


The Directors of this Society have this 
week offered an address to the public, re- 





urging with its necessities its claims to the 
public patronage. We would by no means; 
disparage the labors of this Society, «but di: > 
sincerely rejoice in the hope, that they hav e 
been instrumental of good. Upon this sut >- 
ject, we trust we may disclaim all party viev ’s 
and desire only the advancement of truth. 
These gentlemen, however, complain the: t 
the charge of sectarianism has been mac! e 
against them ; and in attempting to repel it ., 
they appeal, among other things, to the cen - 
stitution of their Society, and to the coven ant 
of their church, as recognizing no partic ular 
denomination. They also state, that gentle men: 
of various denominations, Baptists, Ep i sco-- 
palians, and Methodists, as well as Con gre- 
gationalists, have within four years offic iated 
in the Mariners’ Church. 

But are these gentleman unapprised, that 
such a statmeent does not in the slighte: st de- 
gree affect the charge, in any sense, in which 
it has, we must still believe, beer justly 
made? It is nota question of reliyious de- 
nomination, which refers only to outward 
discipline or the form of church go vernment, 
but of religious opinions and brot herly love. 
And in reply to this statement, we take the 
freedom to propose two or three jplain* ques- 
tions. 

Has any clergman of acknow ledged liberal 
sentiments, Unitarian or Armiraian, of any 
denomination, been invited or encouraged to 
preach in the Purchase Street Seaman’s 
Chapel ? 

Has it not been distinctly expressed on 
their subscription papers for the obtaining of 
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Tie Report of which’ 
‘signed by Wo, Sullivan, 
- Thomas Kendall, and Oliver. 


_ father’s exchequer, and proved, like many such 
. Inarriages, only a splendid misery. 


, the concluding stanzas. 





funds, that the object of the subscription was 
to support evangelical preaching ; by which, 
as thus used, though it be an exclusive and 
most unwarrantable limitation of the term, is 
well understood to mean Orthodox, or Calvin- 
istic preaching ? 

Before the meetings of the Society were 
removed from Central Wharf, did not a Uni- 
tarian minister, then of this city, propose an 
exchange of services with the reepected gon- 
tleman then officiating at the chapel, which 
proposal was declined 2? 

And, finally, in relation to the present at- 
tendance at that chapel, we also take leave to 
inquire,— 

Is the audience there chiefly and general- 
ly composed of seamen, or sailors, strictly so 
called, or is it not in some good proportion, 
at least, formed of families in the neighbor- 
hood, who might with equal convenience and 


be accommodated other 


satisfaction in 
churches ? 

,. . 

The answer to these questions, and not a 
reference to mere religious denomination, 
which may include all possible garieties of 


religious opinion, will enable the public more 





ten in defence of the Christian religion ;’’ 
with extracts from their writings. This use- 

fal and agreeable little work was compiled 

nearly thirty years since by the late Hannah 

Adams, and is one of the many valuable con- 

tributions made’by that distinguished lady to 

the cause of knowledge and religion. It will 

be found an interesting book to the young, 

and a suitable companion to the ‘‘ Letters on 

the Gospels,” by the same writer. 

The Lady Masham, whose name, with that 
of her husband, is mentioned with great hon- 
or in these and Lord King’s Memoirs as the 
friend of Locke, was, as they inform us, the 
daughter of the celebrated Dr Cudworth, the 
author of “‘ the True {Intellectual System of 
the Universe,” and inherited her father’s abil- 
ities. This learned man died in 1688, leav- 
ing behind. him some valuable manuscripts, 
which he bequeathed to his daughter, who 
preserved them with pious care as long as 
she lived. A curious instance of literary 
fraud was afterwards committed in relation to 
these papers, in which it seems the unfortu- 
nate but unprincipled Dr Dodd,—whose 
dreadful fate, there is reason to fear, was but 
too well merited,—had some concern. 

After the death of Lady Masham, these 
manuscripts of her father were bought by a 
Mr Davis, a bookseller, who sold them as the 
manuscripis of Mr Locke, to the proprietors 
ofa Bible, to be edited by Dr Dodd. “ This,” 
says Dr Kippis, “ was the origin of Dr Dodd’s 
Bible. Such extracts having been made as 
were deemed necessary for the purpose, the 
originals were returned, and the same book- 
seller sold them outright’ for forty guineas, 





lished remains of Mr Locke.” The decep- 





intimately acquainted with those who stand at the 


under the same shameful fraud as the unpub- 


tion, however, was. soon discovered; the 


| satisfactorily to judge, whether the measures 
| or spirit of that society are chargeable with 
| sectarianism. 


. —— 





MASSACHUSETTS PEACE SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of the Maszachusetts 
Peace Society was held on Wednesday eve- 
ning at the State House, in the Representa- 
tives’ Hall, which was early filled with ladies 
and gentlemen. Dry Lowell, President of the 
Society, in the Chair. 

The meeting was opened by prayer by 
Rev. Mr Barrett. The Annual Report of 
the Executive Committee was read by Rey. 
Professor Ware, Jr. William Ladd, Esq. 
moved its acceptance, which was seconded 
by Hon. Robert Rantoul, and voted by the 
Society. The Report was ordered to be 
printed and widely circulated. 

The meeting was addressed, at length, by 
Rev. Drs Jerks and Channing, and by W. 
Ladd, Esq., Hon. Mr Rantoul, and Ichabod 
Tucker, Esq. We hope to have room next 
week for an abstract of some of the addresses. 





REPORT ON PUNISHMENT BY DEATH. 


We invite the attention of our readers to 
the extracts we have copied injo our columns 
of this day from the judicious and interesting 
Report on capital punishment, which has 
lately been presented to the House of Repre- 
sentatives by the Committee chosen for the 
purpose, and will undoubtedly undergo their 
full and deliberate investigation. The sub- 
ject 1s one of grave importance ; and consid- 
ering the difficulties, with which it is attend- 
ed, and the diversity of opinion, which exists 
in ‘relation’ to it among men of unquestion- 
able judgment and philanthropy, we; are hap- 
py that it has been;committed to so judicious 











hands, and is» 


likely to receivéyan impartial | 
examination. — 
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POETRY. 


_ The following lines were. written in a time of 
sorrow by the Princess Elizabeth, Queen of Bo- 
hemia, the amiable daughter of James Ist, whose 
marriage to the Prince, afterwards King of Bo- 
hemia, in 1625, was solemnized says Sir Horace 
Walpole, in his catalogue of royal and noble 
authors, with a profusion of expense and pa- 
geantry that materially contiibuted to drain her 


But this Princess knew well how to bear adver- 
sity. Her poverty and distress seemed to have 
no other effect upon her, than to render her even 
nore an object of admiration, than she was before. 
So engaging was her behaviour, that she was 
called by her sympathising subjects, “the Queen 
of hearts.” She died in 1662. 

These lines were written, while her busband 
was in exile; and though, says Walpole, “the 
metre of the poem is quaint and singular, the as- 
pirations it breathes are faultless.’ We copy 


- 


Why should vain joyes us transporte ? 
Earthly pleasures are but shorte, 

And are mifgled in such sorte, 

Griefs are greater than the sporte. 


God, most holy, high, and greate, 
Our delight doth make compleate, 
When in us he takes his seate, 
Only then we are repleate. 


O! my soule, of heaven!y birth, 
Doe tnou scorn this basest earth ; 
Place not here thy joy and mirth, 
Where, of bliss is greatest dearth. 


From below thy mind remove, 

And affect the things above ; 

Sett thy heart, and fix thy love, 
Where thou truest joys shalt prove. 


To me grace, O Father! send, 
On thee wholly to depend, 
That all may to thy glory tend ; 
Soe let me live, so let me end. 
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The Christian doctrine of Regeneration. By I. 
H. T. BLancuarp, of Harvard, Mass. | 

We have here a well written, and thorough 
discussion of a most important subject. It is in the 
form of an Essay, in three sections; 1. Review 
and illustration of Christ’s conversation with Nico- 
demus, John iii. 1—9. 2. The essential truth in- 
culcated in the passage explained, and the causes 
that have tended to obscure it. 3. Questions re- 
specting regeneration answered ; and concluding 
remarks. 

The pamphlet extends to 81 pages ; and is fitted 
we think to give entire satisfaction on the subject 
of Christian regeneration to any one who will 
read it through without prejudice, and with the 
New Testament in his hands. Its doctrinal expo- 
sitions are clear and convincing, and its practical 


counsels reasonable “and otirsing. Wo give a 
specimen or two. 


‘Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man 
be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot en- 
ter into the kingdoin of God.’ I have quoted the 
passage, as it appears in our version. It is to be 
observed, that it is printed, ‘ born of water and of 
the Spirit,” with the article prefixed to the last 
word, and with a capital letter as the initial, 
This is caleatated to suggest immediately, and 
very naturally, to the common reader, the idee 
that the Spirit of God is meant, or as some would 
understand it, the third person in the Trinity. 
Either supposition would be erroneous. The 
strict literal translation of the original, is, born of 
water and spirit. There is no more reason for 
writing the latter part of the expression the Spirit, 
with the article and a capital, than for writing the 
former, the Water; both are written alike in the 
original, without an article, or a capital. I have 
no doubt that this circumstance, trivial as it may 
appear to some, has misled many a reader into an 
erroneous interpretation of the passage, and has 
done much to perpetuate the error. 

Making then this correction in our version, the 
declaration of our Lord would stand thus; ‘ ex- 
cept a man be born of water and spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.’ To be born of 
water,’ is to be baptized, and baptism is an out- 
ward sign or symbol of a new religious profession. 
To be ‘born of spirit,’ 1s, simply, to be born.in a 
spiritual sense, to be spiritually born. This was 
intended undoubtedly to be a repetition, and at 
the same time an explanation, of what he had first 
affirmed, ‘Ye must be born again.’ He repeats 
it, and explains himself; You must be born of 
water and spirit; you must be baptized into a 
new religion, and born ina spiritual sense; the 
entrance into the kingdom of the Messiah, even 
to you, the seed of Abaham, is, and must be by 
baptism and a spiritual birth. ‘That which is 
born of the flesh,’ he adds, to illustrate and vindi- 
cate what he had said, is flesh ; and that which is 
born of the spirit, is spirit ; they who are born b 
natural generation, are but flesh and blood, mortal 
men, and as such, without reference to moral dis- 
tinctions, alike in the sight of God; they who are 
born in a spiritual sense, are men o spiritual 
minds and affections, the true qualifications for 
the favor of God, the Eternal Spirit, and a char- 
acteristic, independent of and superior to the 
outward, defcctive, and transient distinction of 
natural birth and lineage, 

* * * 4% * a * 


The point in this whole inquiry into the nature 
of Christian regeneration, which it is to us per- 
sonally most important to learn, is, whether we 
have traly and practically become the subjects of 
it; for on the determination of this depends a 
question of infinite moment-te the welfare of our 
souls. And here let it be carefully remembered, 
the decision turns not upon what we have expe- 
rienced and felt at some former time, but upon 
what we now are ; upon the fact whether we have 
now the spirit and principles of religion so abiding 
and operating in us, that we are conscious of their 
presence and influence in our own hearts, and 
others can trace their outward manifestations. and 
effeets in our lives and characters, The express 
and most emphatic declaration of our Lord him- 
self teaches us with sufficient plainness, that this 
inward reception ot his religion, among all to 
_ whom it is promulgated. is a condition of aceep- 
tance and peace with God, from which there is no 
dispensation. On. the fulfilmeut, of this then is 
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®ings; injthig¢is.inyolved not our title only 
2) city to participate in the salva. 

of the Gospel, in all those present and future 

efit Christ came into the world, suffer- 
and died to cor a the soul of man. Let 

Ahen, @gewe would stand acquitted before 
the cloud of witnesses by 
mich We are encompassed,’ as we would be alive 
and faithful to our highest interests, Jet us not 
only on the doctritie of regeneration, but 
let us endeavor to feel its vast, unspeakable intpor- 
tance to us personally. Let us do more; let us 
acl, as thongh we were persuaded of the divine 
authority by which it is franght. Let it be the 
object, first m our thoughts and desires, of our 
most anxious concern, of our deepest solicitude 
of our most watchful and untiring diligence to 
implant and§mature, and establish within us, in all 
their power, the principles of that divine reli ion 
by which alone are conveyed to us ‘the iets & of 
eternal life,’ the promises and hopes most dear to. 
the hun.an soul. 
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“ Every wind of doctrine.” A Sermon preached 
on Sunday, Dec. 25, 1831. By T. R. Sutxivay, 
On Christmas day Mr Sullivan of Keene, N. H. 
preached a discourse to his people,—from Eph. iv. 
14; “That we henceforth be no more children 


tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 


wind of doctrine by the sleight of man, amd curi- 
ous craftiness whereby they lie in wait to de- 

ceive,”—which has been “ published by request,” 
and is now before us. Jt contains many good and 
seasonable thing, such as these; There are 
many professed Christians at the present day who 
resemble children in this, that their assent is 

readily carried about from one representation to 
another, and their attention attracted from object 
to object. Not penetrationg beneath the surface 
of things, not looking beyond the outward appear- 

ance, they are liable to be caught by novelty, or 
deceived by any specious show. ‘They are misled 
by presumption, dverawed by boldness, confound- 
ed by impudence, wearied out by importunity, and 
overpowered by denunciations, noise, and conta- 
gious passions. The present is a season remarka- 
ble for sectarian activityJand misrepresentation, 
measures for proselytism are adopted that are not 
fair, open, and honorable, men’s firesides are not 
saved from intrusion; their wives and children, in 
their absence, are subjected to influences which 
cannot be approved, &c. &c. What ought to be 
done? Among many useful suggestions by way 
of advice to such as are in doubt which of the con- 
flicting systems of doctrine is the true one, Mr S. 


says ;— 
Take time. Do not be driven or hurried to a de- 
cision. The Bereans were commended, even un- 


der apostolical instruction, because they “search- 
ed the Scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so.” (Acts xvii. 10, 11.) Be deliberate. 
An earn | troubled state of mind is no prenara- 
tion for finding the truth. Noone is truly your 
friend who endeavors to startle you into assent— 
to precipitate you to a conclusion—to fright you 
into faith. No one is your friend whose urgency 
and importunity do not allow you time to think 
calmly and proceed cautiously. And for this 
reason: A mind “tossed to and fro” by the ex 
citement of any passion is in the worst possible 
condition to re-examine the foundation of present 
opinions or impressions, to weigh new evidence, 
or to compare the merits of discordant interpreta- 
tions of Scripture and diverse systems of belief 
Fear especially is a constraining-=-4 @egradins 
passion, and..particularly..unfavorable to patient 
consideration, rational inquiry, and manly, inde- 
pendent thought. Whoever therefore attempts 
to influence you to adopt any creed or join any 
party, through your fears, is not, even if he thinks 
bimself so, really your friend. It may be suspect- 
ed that his object is not so much to save your 
soul from destruction, as to secure his doctrine 
from falling ; or, if his sincerity be unquestiona- 
ble, he has mistaken the means of betriending 
you, and should be avoided as a blind guide, be- 
cause he.1s himself evidently walking in dark- 
ness. Try, then, every thing by the Scriptures; 
and wherever they may, let the Scriptures inter- 
pret themselves. Reverence God, but do not fear 
man; the latter feeling tends to disturb and nar- 
row, the former to tranquillize and enlarge the 
mind. Let no man intrude upon you—let no man 
oppress you—let no man deceive you ; but in fol- 
lowing these counsels, as in every thing else, 
“Jet your moderation be known unto all men.” 
Keep your mind open to the entrance of more, 
and more, and ever-increasing light. ‘“ Prove all 
things: hold fast that which is good.” And— 
always after mature deliberation—never be 
ashamed to acknowledge openly what you believe 
to be right and true, nor afraid to disapprove and 
reject what you deem erroneous and wrong: and 
remember—the spirit of true liberty does not con- 
sist in rarely feeling that you yourself are free, 
but that others are so likewise. 
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Sunday Evening Lectures by Unitarian Clergy- 
men. The Lecture tomorrow evening will he de- 
livered at Rev. Mr Motte’s Meeting house, corner 
Washington and Castle Streets, at half past sit 


o’clock. 





Ordination. On Wednesday, Dec. 21. Mr Ed- 
wards A. Park was ordained in Braintree, as vol- 
league Pastor with Rev. Richard S. Storrs. Ser- 
mon by Rev. Dr Park, of Stoughton. 

At Chelsea, Jan. 11, Mr Bdward J. Fuller was 
ordainded as pastur of the Evangelical Congr a: 
tional Church in that place. Sermon by Rev. Mf 
Blagden, of this city. 


The National Intelligencer gives an account : 
two important and interesting meetings whic 
were held in Washington on the evenings of 
13th and 16th of this month. We give a3 — 
of the articles in the Intelligencer as our ho 


will permit. 
Temperance Meeting at the Capitol. . 
According to the notice. given in our paper 
Temperance meeting was held in the Capito! pad 
day night last. The evening was Leesan Het “4 
and pleasant ; and, as Congress had liberally ate 
Hall, and the character of the speakers ore pos 
inviting, a brilliant and full assembly as 4 4 ‘ool 
vened. All the seats in the centre of t uct - 
occupied, by ladies ; and before the nate 0 - ; “ a 
lobbies, sevens and passages were w 
body of gentlemen. wis 
The meeting ‘was called to order by the Hoe Nel 
Condict,- member of Congress from the agen 
Jersey; who moved, that the Hon. hew 4 
retary of War, be invited to take the c nn of rite 
The meeting bein gory the t ‘in ott 
was addressed by k Mr Post, ‘Chaip! y 
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In a brief manner, the Rev Joha Mareh, of Con- 
necticut, stated the object of the meeting 5 which was 
the promotion of the cause of remperance in the Unit- 
ed States and throughout the World; and offered the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That as our government and the habits of 
the People are peculiarly controlled by public opinion, 
the free discussion of existing evils and their remedies 
iy demanded of us; aod that the attention of this 
meeting is wisely called, at the present time, to the 
desolations of Intemperance, and to their check by 
the great work of ieform- which is now blessing the 
world. 

The Hon. Felix Grandy, United States Senator from 
the State of Tennessee, next introduced the following 
resolution ; 

Resolved, That as the prevalence of Intemperance 
is an alarming national evil, affircting all orders of so- 
ciety, men of all parties and pursuits are called upd to 
unite in its suppression, by the only effectual means, 
entire abstinence from all spirituous liquor, as a drink 
tor refieshment or an auxiliary to labor. Mr Grundy, 
supported his resolution in an able speech of about 
twentyfive minutes. 

The Hon Theodore Frelinghuysen, member of the 
Senate, from the State of New Jersey, succeeded Mr 
Grundy, with the folowing resolution, 

Resolved, That the success which has attended the 
efforts uf the fiends of Temperance affords matter for 
public gratitude, and should lead as to cherish the 
principles that have, under the Divine blessing, pro- 
duced sueh decided and extensive reformation, pro- 
pitious alike to the hopes of piety and patriotism. 

In his usually mildand felicitous manner, Mr F. took 
a view of the rise of the Temperance reformation, 
growing out of the awful crisis to which we had arriv- 
ed; of the smiles of Heaven upon it, and the ex- 
tevsive hold it had and onght to have upon the sym- 
pathies of all who love their country and their race. 

The Hon. Mr Bates, membet of Congress from Mas- 
sachusetts, further sustained the resolution of Mr Fre- 
linghuysen. 

The Elm. Mr Wayne, member of Congress from 
Georgia, next took the floor, with the following reso- 
lution. 

Resolved, That as it is the natural and inevitable et- 
fect of ardent spirit to prostrate the intellectual and phy- 
sical energies of the people, this meeting do rejoice in 
the measures which have been taken to free our gal- 
lant army and navy from its scourge; and do confi- 
dently trust that the time is near, when through en- 
lightened views and patriotic feelings, it will no more 
be suffered to weaken our arm of defence. 

After Mr Wayne closed, the Hon. Mr Webster, 
United States Senator from Massachusetts, rose, and, 
in a calm and dignified manner, made a few remarks 
upon the very important subject which had convened 
the meeting, and which was interesting the feelings of 
the nation. ‘The principal benefit to be derived trom 
tLe meeting did not consist, he said, so much in dis- 
cussions of an argumentative or exhortatory kind,as in a 
united expression of opinion, and the contributions of 
personal observation and experience on the practical 
result of the efforts which had been made in the Tem- 
perance cause. In taking the mensuration of the mis- 
chief Intemperance entailed upon men, he regarded it 
less in its effects on their health and estate than on 
their moral and intellectual character; because all 
vice was essentially dreadful as it affected the char- 
acter and morals of an immortal being, and this sank 
its victim in the sight both of God and man below the 
grade of moral to that of brutal beings. He did not 
speak, he said, as the advocate of any particular socie- 
ty or torm of pledge, but as far as his observation, had 
extended the efforts of Temperance Societies had been 
productive of results which he would embody in the 
following general resolution. 

Resolved, That the efforts of the Termrperance So- 
cieties in the United States, and those who have co- 
operated with them, have had the manifest effect of 
diminishing crime , of lessening the number of cases 
of imprisonment for small debts, of benefitting the 
condition of mumerous classes of the People, by im- 
proving their health, and increasing, not only their 
industry and means of living, but also their selfrespect 
and love of character, of giving new impulse to the 

omestic virtues belonging to husbands, fathers, and 
children, of awakening fresh attention to the subject 
of education, and the moral instruction of the young, 
medot advancing, by visible and large degrees, the 
general Cause of religion and morality in the commu- 
nity. 

vic Marsh moved the thanks of the meeting to Gov. 
Cass, for presiding , and the meeting was closed with 
prayer by the Rev. Mr Durbin, Chaplain to the 
Senate. 


American Colonization Socvety. 

The Anniversary of the American Colonization So- 
ciety, held on Monday evening in the Halli of the 
House of Representatives, seems to have excited an 
interest unprecedented in the history of this humane 
aud patriotic institution. Though the chair was taken 
at half past six, yet at this early hour, the Hall was 
filled to overflowing, and numbers began to retire, 
unable te gain admission. A more intelligent and 
brilliant assembly was seldom if ever convened withio 
the walls of the Capitol. 

The lacid and eloquent report of the Board of Man- 
azers presented an animated account of the present 
condition of the Colony—its uninterrupted good 
health during the past year—its increasing commerce 
~ils improvements in education—its salutary influ- 
ence over the surrounding tribes, and the unusual ac- 
cessions (that have been made to its numbers, during 
the year, by emigrants from this country. 

A letter from our constant friend, General Lafayette, 
was read, expressive of his deep interest in the ob- 
jects of the Society, and his desire to awaken in its 
behalf the sympathies and liberality of France. Let- 
ters of a most interesting tenor were also read from 
Ex-President Madison, and Chief Justice Marshall, in 
which they recommend the cause of the institution to 
the patronage of Congress, and to that effective aid 
whieh might be obtained by a partial appropriation to 
itot the proceeds of the Public Lands, 

(he addresses delivered by different gentlemen 
were peculiarly happy and appropriate. Mr Bacon, of 
; oun. who offered the second resolution, dwelt main- 
'y 00 the strietly benevolent character of the Society ; 
aad vindicated it, in a masterly manner, from the mis- 
‘presentation of those who have held it up as a sys- 
tem of cold, calculating, selfish policy. 

. abe ‘fon. Edward Everett of Mass. after presenting 
“ slowing outline of the measures’ which have been 
> opted lor the suppression of the African Slave 
: rade, gave an affecting sketch of the deplorable ex- 
= pelo inhuman traffie is still carried on ; 
mate iidiiete of anne A papas is of it, the ulti- 
preter nor Pa Yt the practicability of which, 

g of the colony at Liberia, and oth- 


er sources of salurary influence, he urged in his own 
happy and admirable style. 


The Hon. William S. Archer, of Virginia, in a frank 
‘nd eloquen! manner exhibited a history of the change 
Which his opinions had undergone in regard © “a 
Practicability of the desigus of the institution + and 
‘mong other topics upon which he touched a 
Which were listened to with deep attention, he de- 
seribed with peculiar force and felicity the disadvan- 
‘ges inseparable fiom the condition of the free color- 
ed people in the slave holding States, the benefit 
which would be conterred by their removal to Liberia 
not only on that class itself, but on the slave popula. 
tion, and the whole mass of society. 
These excellent addresses will be fully reported, we 
understand, and laid before the public. 
the me ss of maected to address the meeting, but 
nearly re o > hour, and the situation of those who 
decling aie 8 “a obtain seats, induced them to 
Kentuek mong these was the Hon. Mr Marshall, of 
atueky. The resolution moved by him expressed 
he thanks of the Society to M, McClure, of Newport, 
entucky, for his munificent subscription of ten 


tho : 
. ype dollars, payable in ten annual instalments, 
‘He Hrst of whieh has been received, 


“wo 
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Bane. Senate, Friday Jan. 20th. Petitions and 
‘trances were committed. A petition, present- 
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committed. The bill to incorporate the Protection In- 
surance Co. passed to be enacted. Sundry orders 
passed respec'ing the arrangements attending the cele- 
bration of the birth day of George Washington. 

In the House of Representatives. Petitions for 
amendment of the License Laws, and other private pe- 
tions were presented. The Probate Committee was 
instructed to inquire if any further provisions are expe- 
dient in the law regulating the settlement, &c. of 
deceased persons. A Committee was appointed to 
inquire into the expediency of requiring the Overseers 
of Poor, aud masters of Workhouses to receive and 
detain applicants for assistance for a certain period, or 
until they shall be otherwise provided tor. The Clerk 
was author ized to appoint an assistant, to be confirm- 
ed by the Speaker, when the Speaker shall deem as- 
sistance necessary. The Judiciary Committee was 
instructed to inquire what alterations are necessary in 
the laws giving remedies in equity. 

In the Senate, on Saturday. The papers relat- 


and the petition of the Hampden aud Berkshire Turn- 
pike Corporation were committed, from the files, to 
the Committee on Roads and Bridges. Ordered, that 
the Judiciary Committee be directed to inquire what 
alterations if any, are expedient in the law defining 
the qualifications of voters. Ordered, that from and 
after the 4th day of February next, no petition fora 
Banking Corporation shall be received by the Legisla- 
ture.—The House concurred. 

In the House of Representatives. Many private 
and local petitions were presented and committed. 
The Judiciary Committee were requested to consider 
the propriety of amending the law relating to flowing 
damages, in such manner that owaer of land overflow 
ed shall accept such sui as shall be assessed by a jury, 
if tendered him. 
rected to consider the expediency of giving Courts of 
Probate concurrent jurisdiction with the 8S. J. Court, 
in granting license to guardians of idiots, &c. to sell 
their wares. Sundry petitions were presented for an 
alteration of the third article of the Bill of Rights. 

Inthe Senate, on Monday, Jan. 23d. The order 
of the House was concurred in, instructing the Com- 
mittee on Roads &e. to i quire the expediency of em- 
powering County Commissioners to establish turnpike 
roads as common highways, in certain cases. The 
Judiciary Committee was instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of proposing to the people such amend- 
ment of the Constitution as shall more accurately de- 
fine the qualifications of voters in this Commonwealth. 
The order passed on Saturday upon the same subject 
was reconsidered. The Committee on Education was 
instructed to consider whether any, and what inquiry 
ought to be made into the state of education among 
minors employed in the seyeral woollen and cotton 
manufactories in this Commonwealth. 

In the House of Representatives. Bills passed to 
be enacted,—To incorporate the Concard Manufactur- 
ing Co.; to incorporate the Trustees of the Ministerial 
Fund in Beverly; to incorporate the proprietors of 
Egremont Academy ; and to authorize placing piles 
and dolphins in the harbor of New Bedford. The 
Committeee on Agriculture was instructed to inquire 
into the practicability and expediency of defining and 
establishing by law, the rights of farmers to the use of 
waters running through their lands for the purpose of 
irrigation. Tie Committee on Finance was directed 
to inquire in what manner the money received from 
the General Government, now in the Treasury, can be 
distributed so that each County shall receive its just 
share. The report of the Committee on the thi:d a: - 





ticle of the Bill of Rights wae defersed to the Ist day 
of February next. Several petitions were referred to 
Committees 

In the Senate, on Tuesday. Biils passed to be 
enacted,—To incorporate Tiustees of Ministerial Fund 
in Beverly ; Proprietors of Egremont Academy ; Con- 
cord Manufacturing Co. ; to authorize placing piles &c. 
in New Bedford harbor. 


were presented end resolves passed. The following 


message from the Governor, with accompanying doc- 
uments, was received. 


To the Hon. Senate and House of Representatives ; 


In a recent communication from the Principal of the 
American Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb, in relation 
to the beneficiaries of the State at that Institution, he 
recommends that the early period at which the pupils 
may be received into the Seminary should be reduc- 
ed from the age of fourteen years, as now fixed by the 
regulations of our statute, to the age of twelve. The 
reasons for this alteration are fully explained in an ex- 
tract from the letter which is herewith transmitted, 
and are enforced by the concurring opinions of the 
Faculty of instruction. Since the adoption of the gen- 
eral law, authorizing the Governor to grant certificates 
of admission to suitable subjects of the age of 14 
years, bumerous special Resolves have eutitied those 
of a more tender age to a participation in the bounty, 
and the opportunity of experience has thus been al- 
forded in favor of the p1opriety and expediency of the 
proposed modification. 

So effectual has been the provision of the public 
charity to the means of educating the whole class of 
Deaf and Dumb within tbe Commonwealth, that for 
several years past no proper applicant has been de- 
nied the advantages of support and instruciion at the 
Asylum; and alter meeting every such occasion the 
last year, a sum exceeding $1000 remained of the ap- 
propriation to be transferred, under the authority of a 
Resolve of the Legislature, to another most interest- 
ing object of sympathy and beneficence, in the relief of 
the Blind. The whole number of pupils in the Asy- 
lum, at the charge of the State, is but thittysix, while 
the appropriation of the Governmeut is equal to the 
support of fiftysix. Asthe classes now in the course 
of education shall leave the Institution, the numbers 
will be gradually diminished, until there will be only 
the annual supply from births and the consequences 
of disease, to be provided for. These have been es- 
timated, upon our present population, not to exceed 
fifteen. Should the Government still continue this 
act of enlightened munificence, increased and very 
necessary encouragement may be afforded to the 
measures which are already in operation for the estab- 
lishment of an Infiimary for the Blind, until it shall 
thus comme to be the singular honor and happiness of 
this favored Commozwealth that there is no destitu- 
tion among us, but the want of intellect, which the 
means of knowledge is not made to reach and to 
alleviate. Levi LincoLy. 
Council Chamber, Jan. 24. 


The above Message and accompanying document 
were referred to the committee on Educatron. 


In the House of Representatives. A report was 
made on the petition of the Students of Williams Col- 
lege. Bille enacted,—In addition to an act to incor- 
Porate Hadley Falls Co.; to incorporate Leverett 
a Brewing Cv. ; to incorporate Tyngsboro’ Glass 

o. 

In the Senate, on Wednesday. A petition was 
presented to set off part of West Boylston to Worces- 
ter—committed. The bills to incorporate Tyngsboro’ 
Glass Co., Leverett Place Brewery, and ia addition to 
an act incorporating Hadley Falls Co. passed to be 
enacted. The Committee reported that it is inexpedi- 
ent to legislate respecting the law relating to County 
Commissioners. A Dill was reported to incorporate 
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the Trinitarian Church in New Bedford. The Judi- 





ciary Committee reported a bill relative to partner- 
ships. 

- In the House of Representatives. Several peti- 
tions and remonstrances were presented, A bill to 
incorporate Westfield Mutual Fire Insurance Co. pass: 
ed to be enacted. A report was made by the Commit- 
tee and accepted by the House, that it is inexpedient 
to legislate upon the subject of the petition of the 
Students of Williams College. 

In the Senate, on Thursday. The bill to incor- 
porate the Westfield Insurance Co. passed to be enact- 
ed. Bills reported,—For the relief of Insolvent Debt- 
ors, and for the more equal distribution of their effects; 
to incorporate the New Bedford Port Society ; in ad- 
dition to an act incorporating Trustees of Ministerial 
Fund in Berkley; to incorporate the Jackson Manu- 
factuing Co. The report of the Committee on the 
subject of the amendment of the Constitution was re- 
ferred to a Committee of one Senator from each County. 

In the House of Representatwes. The Com- 
mittee reported a bill for the regulation of licensed 
houses, and to repeal all former laws on the subject. 
The Committee on the Militia was instructed to con- 
sider the expediency of altering the law, so far as to 
provide that fines for non.appearance aud non.equip- 
ment be levied in proportion to the rateable estate of 
each delinquent. The House proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the amendment of the Constitution, and 
the vote being taken by yeas and nays, on the adoption 
of the amendment, it was rejected, two thirds of the 
members being present and not voting in favor it. The 
vote stood, Yeas 983—Nays 197. 

A Committee of the House of Representatives, in a 
report on the subject of vaccination, have recommend- 
ed to the several towns and districts, to provide by 
some permanent regulations that no pupil shall be re- 
ceived into the schools unless they produce evidence 
of having been vaccinated. 





TWENTY SECOND CONGRESS. 


In the Senate. Several petitions have been pre- 
sented for a renewal of the charter of the U. S. Bank. 
The annual report of the Directors of the Mint has 
been communicated, by which it appears that the 
whole coinage during the year 1831 was as follows, — 
Gold, $714,270; Silver, $3,175,606 ; Copper, $33,- 
603,60 ; making a total amount of $3,923,473. Reso- 
lutions were passed culling on the President for the 
correspondence relating to the appointment of an ar- 
biter on the subject of the North Easte:n Boundary, 
and for information respecting a:rangements until the 
decision of the question. On Tharsday the 19th inst, 
the Senate set with closed doors, until the hour of ad- 
journment. Leave was asked to. introduce the fol- 
lowing joint resolution ; the question on granting leave 
was taken by yeas and nays and decided ia the nega- 
tive —Yeas 16, nays 25. 

A Joint Resolution declaratory of the meaning of the 
charter of the Bank of the United States on the sub- 
jectof the paper currency to be issued by the Bank. 
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the Uniled States of America in Con- 

gress assembled, That the paper currency, in the 
form of orders, drawn by the Presidents of the offices 
of discuunt and deposite, on the Cashier of the Bank 
of the United States, is not authorized by anything 
contained in the charter, and that the said currency is, 


and is hereby declared to be, illegal; aud that the 
same ought to be suppressed. 

In the House of Representatives. A resolution has 
been reported by the Committee on Ways and Means 
instructing the Secretary of the Treasury to collect 
facts and information respecting the considerable 
manufactures in the country, and prepare such a tariff 
of duties on imports as he may think eligible and lay 
the whole before the House. A remonstrance of the 
Chiefs of the Creeks was presented against carrying 
into effect a treaty lately negociated with that nation. 
The following resolution was reported by Mr Adams, 
from the Committee on Manufactures, and adopted. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be di- 
rected to obtain information as to the quantities and 
kinds of the several articles manufactured in the Uni- 
ted States during the year, particularly those of iron, 
cotton, wool, hemp, and sugar, and the cost thereof; 
and also the quantites and cost of similar articles im- 
ported from abroad during the same year ; and that be 
lay the same before the House as early as may be 
practicable during the present session of Congress, to- 
gether with such information as he may deem materi- 
ai, and such suggestions as he may think useful, with 
a view to the adjustment of the Tariff, after the pay- 
ment of the public debt. 


The Committee on Agriculture made a report on 
the culture and manufacture of silk, accompanied by 
a bill for the growth and mann facture of silk. 





Duties. The Journal of Commerce states that the 
amount of duties accruing in the port of New York ia 
1831, was $20,000,000. 


Mortality in New York. The city inspector pre: 
sented his annual report to the Board of Assistants on 
Monday evening. From the Report we learn, that the 
viumber of deaths which occurred in that city ia 1831, 
was 6363, being about 3 1-7 in proportion to the popu- 
lation. In 1808, the deaths were 2 1-2 per cent; in 
1815, the same proportion : and in 1830, they were 
3 L-8 per cent. 

Of these, 1033 died of consmption, dropsy in the 
head 319, drowned 74, flux infantile 172, frozen 5, 
croup 203, influenza 47, insanity 23, intemperance 119, 
lock jaw 23, old age 135, small pox 224, still born 372, 
sudden death 8, suicide 23. Of the deaths, 1757 were 

of children under 1 year of age, 673 between 1 and 2 
years, 225 between 10 and 20, 700 between 20 and 30, 
519 between 40 and 50, 207 between 70 and 80, 74 
between 80 and 90, 14 between 90 and 100, and 4 of 
100 and upwards. 
Of the whole number 670 were persons of color, 
and of the cases of consumption, 126 were people of 
color. 


Slavery in Virginia. The New York Courier and 
Inquirer speaks thus in regard to this subject. 


The great question of the gradual emancipation of 
the blacks, has been introduced into the Legislature of 
Virginia, and a most exciting debate has already taken 
place. Every section of the country will look upon 
this discussion with the most intense interest. It is 
the most vital, exciting, and difficult question which 
was ever brought up for debate in the South since the 
revolution. Virginia, true to herself, has taken the 
lead. 





LATEST FROM EUROPE. 


The Charles Carroll lately arrived at New York from 
Havre. The arrival furnishes but few items of import- 
ance. A Paris paper of Nov. 30, confirms the report 
that the Ambassadors of the two Northern Powers 
have received orders to consult with the other Powers 
on the basis of a general disarmament. Intelligence 
was received at Paris from Spain, stating that King 
Ferdinand was dangerously ill with the dropsy. ‘‘ The 
Apostolics looked to his death for the establishment 
of absolute power.” An attempt was made to assas- 
sinate Donna Maria, the young Queen of Portugal at 
Paris. A pistol was fired at the window of her room. 
It was supposed to have been fired by an assassin 
hired by Don Miguel. ' 


——— ee - 





Huricane. A late Pajis paper says,— A letter fror. 
Palermy dated Oct. 16, states, t that city and en- 
virons have been visited by 2 @emendous hurricane, 
by wilich the road between Palermo aod Messitia has 
been eo impeded that all communication becween the 
two capitals of Sicily has been cut off, for the distance 
of move than ten miles. Among the deaths, which 
have been yet ascertained, are those of two women, 
two girls, and five men. 

eae ad 


MARRIAGES. 


So eee 


In this city, Mr Nahum Conant, of East Cambridge, 
to Miss Ann Eliza Gilson. : 

By Kev. Dr Richmond, Mr John H Rice to Miss 
Adeline Berry Ciehore, daughter of Thomas C. Esq. 
On Thursday evening, by Rev. Mr Parkman, Mr 
James C. Ewer to Miss Eliza Tilden, both of this city. 

In Lunenburg, by Rev. Mr E:nerson, Mr Alvan Si- 
monds to Miss Lucy W. Day, both of Boston . 














DEATAS. 


ee 
a mm 


In this city, Mrs Abigail Bullard, widow of the late 
Dea. Asa Bullard, aged 68, Mrs Satah, wife of Mr 
Gilbert Clark, 49. 

On Sunday last, at the Boys’ Asylum, in this city, 
John Quincy Adams Garrett, aged 6 years. This is 
the first death that has occurred among the children of 
that institution for more than six years ; and it 1s only 
the third that has taken place since ils institution in 
1815. For ten years past the number in that house 
have been from forty to fifty pupils. And the remark- 
able exemption with which they have been favored 
from sickness and mortality,—almost unprecedented 
| among the same number of children at their critical 
age—may be ascribed under the blessing of divine 
Providence, to the simplicity of their living, and to 
the judicious care they receive. Many parents in the 
most prosperous condition might in some instances, 
perhaps, be spared the bitterness of bereavement, :f 
their children could be brought up in equal ignorance 
of luxuries, or with the same simple fare.— Advertiser. 

In Dedham, Capt. Timothy Stow, aged 86, an offi- 
cer of the revolution ; Capt. Abel Richards, 94. 

In Salem, Mr Benja Peters, aged 31; Miss Sally 
Bowditch, 46; Mr Galeigh Thornton, 65. 

In Newbury, Mr John Smith, aged 57. 

In New Redfoid, Lucy, wile of Mr Francis S. Allen, 
aged 71. 

In Concord, Mr Samuel Wheeler, aged 88, a sol- 
dier of the Fiench and Revolutionary War. 

In Weston, Mr Danicl Bell, aged 74,2 soldier of 
the Revolution. 

In Sunderland, Mr Edward, aged 21, son of Rev. 
Mr Field, of Charlemont. 

In Bridgewater, Grenville, aged 9 years, son of Mr 
Paul Revere; Anne, aged 11 months, third and only 
suiviving child of Nathan Lazell, jr, Esq. 


In Lyons, N. Y. on the I1th inet., Maria Lonisa 
Howard, aged 15 years, daughter of Mr Warren H. 

In Nottiogham, England, Jeremiah Dummer Rogers, 
Esq., aged 62, eldest son of J. D. Rogers, Esq., tor- 
merly a Counsellor at Law, in Littleton, Mass., of 
which place his grandfather, the Rev. Daniel Rogers, 
was minister for nearly filty years. 

Mr Rogers early removed from this country with his 
parents; and fora long period was successtully en- 
gaged as an instructor of youth, first, in London, as an 
assistant of an Academy there, and alterwards lor more 
than a quarter of a century, at Nottingham. In this 
latter place, among the pupils of a large and fourish- 
ing school, were tor a time Lord Byron, then a little 
boy, and Kirke White, the poet, who was a native of 
Nottingham. Mr Rogess, having enjoyed an encour- 
aging success in his long and assiduous labors as an 
instructer, visited his friends iu America, in 1824, and 
at that time received an honorary degree of Master of 
Arts from Harvard University. 





MR WHITMAN’S ANSWER 
TO E, PEARSON’S LETTER. 


rice, No. 3 School srreet,—An Answer to Eviena.- 
LET Pearson's Letter to the Candid. By Bernnann 
Wnurrasan. Thirtytwo pages Svo. price $1,20 per 
dozen 12 1-2 cents single 

&S- A liberal discount will be made to those who 
purchase twentyfive copies or more. 

For sale also by A. S. Becxwitu. Providence, R. I. 


_. 
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TREATISE ON THEOLOGY. 

For sale at CARTER & HENDEE’S and HIL- 
LARD GRAY & Co., “ A Treatise upon Theological 
Subjects, containing an Exposition and Defence of the 
great Doctrines of Natural and Revealed Rel‘gion, by 
Wruuram 8S. AnrREws.”’ 3tis. Jan, 28. 
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THE SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETER. 
Just published by L. C. BOWLES, No. 124 Wash- 
ington street, Zhe Scriptural Interpreter, Vow 11, 
No. 1. for January 1832, 

CONTENTS. 
Claims of the Old Testament to regard ; The defects 
of the Qld Testament ; Interpretation of words ; Chan- 
ges in the meaning of sexiprural expressions , The par- 
ticularity of the Gospels, Irreverent use of scripture 
Translation and Exposition— Matt. v- 33—48, 
Jan, 28. 
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BOOK OF NALfURE FOR SCHOOLS. 


Hurron’s Book of Nature, laid open, adapted to 
the use of families and schools. By Rev. J. L. 
BLAKE. 

The noblest employment of the mind of mau is the 
contemplating the works of the Creator; and these 
living testimonies of his being. wisdom, and goodness, 
are infiuitely superior to the best arguments that man 
has been able to advance. To lead the youthfnl mind 
to this happy turn of observation has been the ob- 
ject of arranging these pages. A few Questions are 
added with the same view that the editor had iv ap - 
plyiying them to his other works for juvenile instruc- 
tion, Published by RICHARDSON, LORD & HOL- 
BROOK, Schoo) Book publishers, Boston. 





CLASSICAL READER. 


Published by LINCOLN & EDMANDS, “ The 
Classical Reader, a Selection of Lessons in Prose 
and Verse. From the most esteemed English and 
Ametican Writers. Intended for the use of the higher 
Classes in Public and Private Seminaries. By Rev. 
F. W. P. Greenwood, and G. B. Emerson, of Boston. 
From the American Traveller. 
The Classical Reade:, just from the press of Lin- 
coln & Edmands, has already received the favorable 
notice of several of our contemporaries. From what 
we have examined of the work, we are sure it has re- 
ceived no common degree of care and pains trom its 
compilers, the Rev. Mr Greenwood, and Mr G. B. 
Emerson; and they may safely look forward for its 
favorable reception among our enlightened and dis- 
criminatin, instructors. To sum it up in one figure, 
the cabinet they have collected, contains more than 
two bundred brilliant specimens, a large proportion of 
which, though new, are rich in the products of our 
native mines. And it eannot bea subject of regret, 
that they have passed over old and long deserted 
stores to cull the most sparkling gems from the newly 
wrought veins of Irving, Webster, Everett, Channing 
Sparks, Bryant, and Percival. : 
From the American Journai of Education. 
We are happy to see another valuable addition to 
the list of reading books,—ohe which has been com- 
piled with a strict regard to the tendency of the pie- 
ces it contains, ana which bears the stamp of so high 
a standard of literary taste. In these respects th 
Classical Reader is highly creditable to its editors 
and, indeed, when compared with the best class-book : 
and readers used in England, the work says much fo 
the progress of education and taste in this count ‘ 
In the domestic circle, an hour spent in a 5 MG 

from its pages, would certainly contribute to he 
enjoyment, and to the formation of an easy and 
graceful style of reading,— an accomplishment highly 
important to all parents who are desirous of acquiring 





the power of securing the atte nd i 
the feelings of their children. siti . a 


Just published at the Curistian ReGister OF- 


ditions. 
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NOTIC . 
The subscriber having disposed of the entire stock 
ia trade of the store. which he recently fitted up in 
Court street, has resumed his station in the stove of the 
Company, SAM’L N. BREWER & BROTHERS, 
Nos, 90 and 92 Washington stieet, where he will be 
happy to wait upon his friends and patrons. 
. WM. A. BREWER. 


TO FAMILIES, 

The subsciibers have made such arrangements ia 
the retail department of their Store as shall always in- 
sure the attention of one of the firm to the dispensa- 
tion of family medicines and the compounding of phy- 
sicians’ prescriptions. The lung experience in the 
business, together with constant personal attention, 
and the command of an extensive and select stock, 
they trust will enlist an increase of that patronage, 
which has so long been bestowed upon their estab - 





lishment. Thankful for past favors, it will ever be 
theit endeavor to merit the confidence of the public. 
SAM’L N. BREWER & BROTHERS. 


| Sam's N. Brewer, . 
Natu’. BREWER, 

Wa. A. BREWER, 
| At the old established stand, sign of the ** Good. Sa- 
| maritan,”’ Nos. 90 and 92 Washington street, (near 
| City Hall,) Boston. 
iG N. B. Medicines may be obtained at any hour 
| of the night by ringing the ** Night Bell.” 

Jan. 24. 6t 





PRONOUNCING BIBLE. 
Published by LINCOLN & EDMANDS, “ The 


P:onouncing Bible, handsomely stereotyped, in which 
all the proper names are accented agreeably to Walk- 
ers Key. By Israen ALGER, jr, Some oops are 
' orvamented with an elegant frontispiece and thirtytwo 

vignettes.” 
| From Rev. Mi Pierpont, Pastor of the Chureh in Hol- 
lis Street, Boston, to the Publishers. 

Next in value to those things that help us to a cor- 
| rect understanding of the ducuments of our religion, 
| are those which help us to a correct reading of them. 
| Inaccuracy in the pronunciation of many words in the 
| sacred Volume, especially of proper names, is an evil 
' that is not confined to families, at their domestic devo- 
| tions; it finds its way into our school-houses, and 
| even intrudes itself ato many of our pulpits; produc- 
| ing in the church a diversity of tongues, that is a 

proof of anything but apostolical gifts. Every judi- 
| cious effort to remedy this evil deserves, and will 
| meet, the approbation and patronage of an enlightened 
+ Christian community ;—and | am gratified to find that 
| Mr Alger’s edition of the New Testament, in which 
| Walker's pronunciation has been indicated in the text 
| has so far succeeded, as to encourage you to publish 
| the whole Bible upon the same plan. 

In the pronunciation of the Hebrew names that oc- 
| eut in the Holy Scriptures, | should not, indeed, con- 

sider myself bound by the authority of Walker so im- 

plicity ax when itis applied to the pronunciation ot 
| the English language geuerally, or of Greek and Latin 
| proper names, In the pronunciation of the Hebrew 
| names, however, I should very infrequently depart 
| from bis authority ; and, so long as there is no higher 
| standard than his, accessible to the great proportion 
| even of well educated Christians, much will be done 

when readers of all classes shall be enabled readily to 
| refer to that ; and still more, when his pronunciation 
| of our vernacular tongue shall be obtruded upon their 
| notice whenever they cousull the oracles of life. 

From Mr Alger’s industry, and his well known ac- 

| curacy in preparing works of this kind, | am persuad- 
| ed that the public will be farnished with as correct at 
| edition of the work which you have in hand, as could 
| be reasonably expected from any man, and I most 
| heartily wish you suecess in your laudable enterprise. 
Yours respectfully, Joun PieRponr. 


| ALGER’S MURRAY. 
} In the public Seminaries and private circles, both in 

Europe and America, Murray’s Grammar is received 
| a8 a standard by literary men. His abridgment, 
| however, which was designed for young children, 
| was found by instructors to be too concise to teach 
' the principles of the language. Mr Alger, a critical 
| scholar, and an able teacher in Buston, feeling from 
| experience the want of a more complete work for ele- 
| tnentary instruction, added to Murray's Abridgmen 
| copious extracts from his large work, with a particulat 
| reference to the accommodation of the public schoolr 
, In Boston. 

On being examined by the Committee, it was im- 
mediately introduced into the public schools of the 
City, where it is used with happy success. 

Extract from the Records of the School Committee 
of Boston, 
| * Ata meeting of the School Committee, held at 
| the Mayor and Alderman’s Room, May 5th, 1824, it 
, was Voled, That Alger’s Atnidgment of Murray's 
| Grammar, Boston Stereotyped Edition, be introduced 
| into the public Reading and Grammar Schools of this 
City. JOHN PieRpont, See’y. 

Boston June 15, 1824. 

This edition is also used in a multitude of the most 
+ distinguished Schools in the various States, and is 
| rapidly extending in circulation, Though it is furnish- 
, ed at a cheap rate, it is yet so copious as in most 
| cases to render the large work unnecessary, Indeed 
[ this is conceived to be the best Grammar now before 
| the public, and the more extensively it is known, the 
| more generally it will be admired. The attention of 
| instructers is invited to the wok. Published by LIN- 
| COLN & EDMANDS, Boston. ; 

> Alger’s Murray's Exercises, a beautiful stereo- 
_ typed edition, being a great improvement on those in 
| common use, are also published by Lincoln & Ed- 

mands. 3t Jan, 21 


, CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE OF REGENERA- 
e TION. 
Just published by L. C. Bownes and B. H. 
| Greene, No. 124 Washington S.reet, ** The Chris- 
tian Doctrine of Regencration. By |. H. F. Buan- 
| CHARD.” Jan. 21. 
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THe CURISTIAN EXAMINER 
, and Genera Review—No. XLVIII, for January, 
| 1832.--Just published by GRAY & BOWEN, 141 
, Washington Street. 
CONTENTS. 
| Art. I.—Stability inthe Christian Faith. 


i 





t stiatl Essays 
on the Formation and the Publication of Opinions 
/ and on other Subjects. The Second Edition, revised 
' and enlarged. 

| Art. IL.---Tradicions of Palestine. 1. Traditi 

) Palestine. Edited by Harriet Martineau. is The 
_ Times of the Saviour. By Harriet Martineau. Re- 
| printed, after Revision, from the English Edition. 

_ Art. III.—Some Thoughts on Self’ Education, con- 
sidered with Reference to the State of Literature in 
this Country. 
«Alt, {V.—Example of our Saviour’s Death. ‘The 
| Atoning Sacrifice, a Display of Love, not of Wrath. 
| By Noah Worcester. Second Edition. 

Art. V.—Tuckei’s Light of Nature. The Light of 
ee Pursued. By Abraham Tucker, Esq. From 
‘the Second London Edition, revised and corrected 
Together with some Account of the Life of the Au- 
| thor, by Sir H. P. St. John Mildmay, Bart., M. P. 

Art. VI.—Mackintosh’s History of England. The 
| History of England. By the Right Hou. Sir James 
| Mackintosh, M. P. [Lardner’s Cabinet Cyclopedia.] 
| - Art. VIL.—Pestalozzi. Henry Pestelozzi, and hia 
| Plan of Education , being an Account of his Life and 
| Writings, with copious Extracts from his Works, and 
| extensive Details, illustrative of the Practical Parts of 
| his Method. By E. Biber, Ph. Dr. 

. Art. VIIL—Professor Follen’s Inaugural Discourse. 

Inaugural Discourse, delivered betore the University 
| in Cambridge, Mass. Sept. 3, 1831. By Charles Fol- 
| len, Professor of the German J anguage and Litera - 


ure. 
ea Ait. IX.—Locke’s Character and Writings. The 
| Fife of Joho Locke, with extracts from his Cones- 
yndence, Journals, and Common-Place Books. 
ord King. New Edition. With considerable Ad- 
-¥—Nichol’s Natural Theology. A Catechism 
o tural Theology. By 1. Niehelo, D. bP. 
of the First Church in Portland, Second Edition, with 
Additions and Improvements. Jane, 
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SELECTED POETRY. 








[From Mary Hewitt’s “ Lays of the Season.”’] 
HYMN. 

Thou that createst all! Thou fountain 

Of our sun’s light—who dwellest far 

From man, beyond the farthest star, 
Yet, ever present; who dost heed 
Our spirits in their utmost need, 

We bless thee, Father, that we are! 


We bless thee for our inward life ; 
For its immoftal ‘date decreeing ; 
For that which comprehendeth thee, 
A spark of thy divinity, 
Which is the being of our being! 


We bless thee for this bounteous earth ; 
For its increase—for corn and wine ; 
For forest oaks, for mountain rills, 
For cattle on a thousand hills ; 
We bless thee, for all good is thine! 


The earth is thine, aiid it thou keepest, 
That man may labor not in vain ; 
Thou giv’st the grass, the grain, the tree, 
Seed time and harvest come from thee, 
The early and the latter rain! 


The earth is thine—the summer earth ; 

Fresh with the dews, with sunshine bright ; 
With golden clouds in evening hours, 
With singing birds and balmy flowers, 

Creatures of beauty and delight. 


The earth is thine—the teeming earth ; 
In the rich bounteous time of seed, 
When man goes forth in joy to reap, 
And gathers up his garnered heap, 
Against the time of storm and need. 


The earth is thine—when days are dim, 
And leafless stands the stately tree ; 
When from the north the fierce winds blow, 
When falleth fast the mantling snow ;— 
The earth pertaineth still to thee ! 


The earth is thine—thy creature, man? 
Thine are all worlds, all suns that shine ; 
Darkness and light, and life and death ; 
Whate’er all space inhabiteth— 
Creator! Father! all are thine! 





[From the Edinburgh Literary Journal.] 
PRAYER. 
Go, when the morning shineth, 
Go, when the moon is bright, 
Go, when the eve declineth, 


Go in the hush of night ; 
Go with pure mind and feeling, 


Fling earthly thoughts away, 
And in thy chamber kneeling, 
Do thou in secret pray. 


Remember all who love thee, 
All who are loved by thee, 
Pray for those who hate thee ; 

If any such there be. 
Then for thyself, in meekness, 
A blessing humbly claim, 
And link with each petition 
Thy great Redeemer’s name. 


Or, if ’tis e’er denied thee 
In solitude to pray, 
Should holy thoughts come o’er thee 
When friends are round thy way; 
E’en then the silent breathing 
Of thy spirit raised above 
Will reach his throne of glory, 
Who is Mercy, Truth and Love. 


Oh! not a joy or blessing 
With this can we compare, 
The power that he has given us 
To pour our souls in prayer! 
Whene’er thou pin’st in sadness, 
Before his footstool fall ; 
And remember in thy gladness 
His grace who gave thee all. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 














REPORT ON PUNISHMENT BY DEATH. 


We copy with great satisfaction, by the request 
of an esteemed correspondent, some extracts from 
the Report of a Committee appointed by the House 
of Representatives of the last General Court to 
take into consideration the penal code of the 
Commonwealth, “in cases where the punishment of 
death may be inflicted.” The Committee were as 
follows :—Messrs. Sutxiivan of Boston, Ranroun 
of Beverly, Kenpati of Boston, Ho.tpen of 
Charlestown, and Davis of Boston. 

This judicious and able report was presented at 
the last session, and was then referred te the next 
General Court. Agreeably to that order, it is 
now before the House in its present session, ac- 
companied with three separate Bills drawn up by 
Hon. William Sullivan, which with the Report 

itself are printed for the use of the members. 

The Committee having specified the particular 
crimes now punishable by death in this Common- 
wealth, and having noticed some general princi- 
ples, from which a judgment on this important 
question may be formed ; having also, briefly, but 
with fairness stated the arguments both of those 
who maintain, and of those who deny, “ the polit- 
ical right of putting men to death for crime,” leay- 
ing it to their constituents to weigh the menits of 
the question,—they thus proceed. 

Admitting, for the sake of the further per- 
formance of duty, that the political power of 
putting members of society to death lawfully 
exists, the Committee proceed to consider 
in what cases, if, any, that power should be 
exercised, 

The crimes of highway robbery, burglary, 
and arson, are of a m:xed character, and are 
a violation of the right of property ; and may 
or may mot include the loss of life. So far 
as these crimes affect property only, the 
Committee pray leave to submit a decided 
opinion. 

The only reason why the three crimes un- 





that the commission of them may occasion 
the loss of life. When such loss happens, is 
it not ‘the law which occasions it?—would 
any one who assaults on the highway to rob, 
or who enters a dwélling ‘house in the the 
night time to steal; or who sets fire toa 
dwelling house in the night time, destroy 
life, if he knew that his own would not be for- 
feited if he did not? There is a natural hor- 
ror in murdering, which no one wantonly in- 
curs. In such cases, murder, it is believed, 
is commonly resorted to, that there may be no 
tales told, which will endanger the life of the 
criminal. 

In the opinion of the committee it would 
tend to save life, if no law demanded life when 
no life was taken; and that the law should 
never consign any one to public execution 
for the destruction of property, unless the 
destruction of life was occasioned by the 
same criminal act. 

This opinion will be met by the objection, 
that the diminution of the: penalty would 
make these crimes more frequent. This, the 
committee respectfully deny. From a care- 
ful examination of the changes which have 
occurred in the penal codes of this and other 
countries, the committee feel fully warranted 
in saying, that crimes are not less frequent 
in those communities where the punishment 
is death; on the contrary, they believe, that 
in countries where the punishtment is milder, 
crimes are fewer. But suppose this ob- 
jection to be unsound and tbat these 
crimes would be multiplied, they would not 
be accompanied by murder; and suppose, 
that in one year there should be ten such 
crimes, but without one murder, if the law 
were changed, and in the same space of time 
one of these crimes, with murder, if the law 
be not changed, on which side is the balance ? 

Certainly it must be better for society and 
its members, that any amount of property 
that can be, should be taken, in a given 
space of time, without murder, than that one 
citizen should be murdered, in the same 
space, for the sake of obtaining his property. 

The next crime, considered by the Committee, 
is rape ; a crime, as they observe, ot the highest 
possible aggravation, We omit the judicious re- 
flections and reasonings, with which they accom- 
pany their proposal to substitute for death solitary 
confinement for life as the most proper punishment 
for this offence ; and pass to the last capital crime. 

The remaining crime is murder. If any 
should be followed by public execution, it 
must be this. It may be of little importance 
what is done with a murderer, so that no law 
of God be violated in the punishment of him, 
and so that the act of punishment be adapt- 
ed to prevent this crime ; and so that no evil 
be done to society in performing an act of 
justice. There are four considerations which 
enter into this subject. Ist. The person slain. 
To him no reparation can be made; to his 
relatives, none; to society, none. 2d. The 
criminal. Death may, or may uot be, a pun- 
ishment to him ; whatever it be to him, it re- 
solves itself into two things,—I1st. the dread 
of death, when he knows it must come, 2d. 
the pain of dying. In what way the former 
is, in fact, suffering, may depend on the 
criminal’s estimate of it, and on the state of 
mind to which his own thoughts and acts, or 
those of others, may bring him. ‘These may 
make death to him neither more nor less, 
than that to which every son of man, prepar- 
ed or unprepared, must submit. As to the 
pain of dying by the halter, this is well 
known to be but momentary. Though it 
would be inhuman to deny to a condemned 
murderer the consolations which the dying 
need, yet as this matter is conducted, in this 
humane community, hanging is an inade- 
quate punishment for one who proves him- 
self capable of the diabolical malice of shed- 
ding the blood of his fellow man. If punish- 
ment and consequent prevention be the ob- 
jects, these purposes would be better effected 
by shutting up the offender where no such 
voice as that which he has silenced wonld 
ever reach his ears, and leave him there 
without employment for his hands, and with- 
out an object for his mind, but such as his 
own miserable thoughts might offer. 3d. As 
to prevention, the certainty of being cut off 
from the world, yet compelled to live, and 
with the’ certainty too, that there can be no 
pardon, no escape—to be assured of dis- 
tressing silence and solitude, within walls 
which would be the only objects ever again 
to be known or seen to the end of life, would 
terrify a meditating murderer far more than 
hanging. Such a punishment is quite as 
likely to come home to his imagination as 
death by a halter; and if it should be truly 
thought of, it would freeze his blood .and 
palsy his hand, while the terrors of execution 
would be but cobwebs in the way of his pur- 

se. 

4th. It is not only the dead, and death, by 
way of punishment, and prevention, that are 
to be thought of ; society has a deep inter- 
est in this subject. If there be any sound 
reason why a human being should be pub- 
licly and deliberately put to death, at an ap- 
pointed hour, by officers of government, it 
must be that those who see it done, or who 
hear of it, may be deterred from com mitting 
that crime which leads to such pain and ig- 
nominy. Are we, then, to suppose that all 
who witness a public exeeution need this 
warning? We cannot stamp this odium on 
our community ; those who do need this 
warning, must be a very small part of the 
gathered thousands. Is there one of that 
small portion, whose heart fails him, and 
whose hands are unnerved, by the scene 
which he beholds? If this spectacle be phi- 
losophically considered, what does it come 
to? Is not the day appointed for execution 
one of undefined sadness to every one who 
knows it is that day, but whom nothing on 
earth would tempt to go and see what that 
day is to bring forth? Who are they who 
do go, and throng around the gallows, and 
with what motives do they go? Perhaps 


they are prompted by a confused set of in-- 


ture of the crime, the circnmstances attend- 
ing’it, the exaggerated, and perhaps ground- 
‘less, stories circulated concerning the cul- 
prit; or the motive may be to see a curious 
and rare exhibition ; to learn what the cere- 
mony of hanging a man is, and how a man 
can die, in full life, in the presence of a won- 
dering assembly. ‘The products of a heated 
and disordered imagination accompany them 


around the fatal spot. The culprit appears, 
encouraged, and assisted to his last step, by 
persons whose office it is, to consule, comfort 
and intercede for those who are passing to 
eternity ; the trembling subject of universal 
attention has an only resource; it is to re- 
concile himself to his fate, and make his 
peace with Heaven. If his counsellors have 
succeeded in their kind efforts, he dies a_re- 
signed penitent, in the foll belief of ascend- 
ing to those who are purified from their sins. 
He is gone, through a scene of momentary 
agony to endless felicity. ‘Those beholders 
who need no such monition as this, to ab- 
stain from crime, what feeling have they but 
that of sorrow, pity, and cempassion ’—Are 
they the better men, or better citizens, for 
this ? 

As to those who have the seeds of crime 
in their hearts, and who need only the fer- 
tilizing warmth of object and opportunity, 
what is the effect on them? Do they not 
say to themselves, is this hanging ? Is this 
the dreadful vengeance of the Law? How 
many more terrible modes are there of that 
death which must come iu some way, than 
this ? There may be a still smaller propor- 
tion in this collection, for whom, if for any, 
this scene may be intended. The. noise of 
a public execution is a wide spreading _ invi- 
tation to the daring, and the profligate; and, 
to those who are already sufficiently harden- 
ed to commit any crime. Here they come 
into communion, and fellowship, Is there 
one profane oath the less; one glass of intox- 
icating drink the less? one act of fraud and 
theft the less? That which is doing at the 
gallows is the. pastime ; the gathering, is the 
opportunity for indulgencies, and crimes! 
and over the will to commit them, the cause 
of the gathering has long lost its influence. 
To whom, then, is this degrading and dis- 
gracefu! spectacle, a good ? And can it be 
one, in any view, which becomes an enlight- 
ened, a benevolent, and a Christian people ? 

If in the opinion of this community, death, 
in execution of the sentence of the law, is in 
any case necessary, this demand for justice 
would be better satisfied, it is believed, and 
something might be added to its terrors, by 
making it less defined, und by selling it apart 
from the public gaze. Might it not be done 
in private; in the presence of peace officers, 
magistrates, and a competent number of cit- 
izens drawn from the jury boxes of the coun- 
ty, though without the compulsion to be 
present against their will? And when this 
solemn and awful act is done, might not the 
execution of the sentence of the law be de- 
clared in some mode, which might be seen 
or heard over a far wider space than any 
multitude would cover ? 

The result, then, to which the Committee 
have come, and which they respectfully sub- 
mit to the Honorable House, is this, 

First,—That the punishment of death is 
required by nv Jaw, natural or divine, nor by 
any wise policy, for any crime, in relation to 
property merely, where human life has not 
been destroyed; consequently that highway 
robbery, burglary, and arson, where life is 
not in fact, sacrificed, ought not to be so 
punished. 

Secondly.—That rape ought to be punish- 
ed by solitary confinement for life, so that 
the criminal will be no more seen or heard 
of. 
Thirdly.—That murder may be punishe 
as secondly above, and without the possibili- 
ty of escape, pardon or mitigation ; but, that 
if the public sentiment still demand death, it 
should be in private, and in the manner al- 

ready stated. 





ACCOUNT OF DR LARDNER’S DEATH. 


The following letter from the Rev. Dr Fleming 
to his friend, the Rev. Mr Wiche, giving an ac- 
count of the death, funeral, &c. of the learned 
and pious Dr Lardner, was found some years 
since among Mr Wiche’s papers, and was copied 
into the Protestant Dissenter’s Magazine. Its 
contents will be found interesting to all, who have 
read and learnt to value, as they ever must be 
valued, the works of that eminent divine. 


Hozion-Square, Dec. 14, 1768. 

Dear Sir,—In compliance with your re- 
quest I now inform you, that the worthy 
Doctor died in the beginning of his 86th 
year; my ring says aged 85; butI think he 
was born in the month of June, which was 
85 years before he died, and about five 
weeks. If I remeraber right, he was educat- 
ed under Mr Rowe. He has appointed no 
publications ; his heretical testimonies are 
unfinished, though there are large materials 
thrown together. Four Discourses on the 
Athanasian, Arian, and Nazarine concep- 
tions of God are finished, and I hope will 
be published. A Discourse on Regenera- 
tion is also finished; this I have a desire 
might be published. And there is one on 
Christ being made a Curse (which I havea 
promise of reading) that may also see the light. 
His Adversaria and interleaved Bible he or- 
dered to be destroyed. He forbade any funeral 
sermon. His library is now selling. As to 
the previous circumstance of his removal 
from us, they lay thus—he found himself 
made unhappy by his servants, and was de- 
sirous of paying another annual visit to 
Hawkhurst, where he kept the mansion 
house unoccupied, only by himself. four 
or five days ina year. I encouraged him to 
take the journey, in hopes that varying the 
scenes would have given him some revival ; 
his neice Lister, of Ware, and her husband 





going along with him. And, indeed, he per- 


on the way, and increase as they gather | 





was better one day or two, as he ‘ himself | 


wrote. But on Friday evening they perceiving 
him change, sent foran apothecary. Howev- 
er he came down stairs Saturday morning, 
breakfasted, dined, and supped ; and on Sun- 
day morning did the like ; may dined; but 
at drinking tea they saw the grasp of death 
conspicuous ; carried him up to bed’; pulled 


off his clothes, to which he shewed an aver- 


sion ; put him into bed, in which he present- 
ly expired. 

_ Hisfuneral he ordered to be very private, 
only three or four ministers ; no pall bearers. 
He even forbade feathers to the hearse, but 
that was not complied with. Four coaches 
and an hearse was all the funeral appearance. 
Four ministers preceded the corpse down 
the ground, to the family vault, in Bunhili- 
fields. The two first, Radcliff and Price, 
who are preachers at the Poor Jewry-lane, to 


which place he stood related as their former 


teacher. 
corpse. 


Amory and Fleming were next the 
Radcliff made the oration, which 


| was very long, and would have been better 


had it not been sa; yet was characteristic 
and highly descriptive. . 

The executor apologized to me on the ap- 
pointment of Radcliff to speak over the 


{ grave; but I could not, if he would have 


given me the greatest encouragement to do 
it; 1 felt more than any other man, I be- 
lieve, could do of the loss: he was my con- 
stant, cordial, and able adviser; and he made 
me his confident. I can guess at the reason 
he forbade a funeral sermon; he and I had 
several conferences tpon it. 

Iam affectionately yours, and shall be 


glad to shew you any respect, 
C. FLemine. 





VOLCANIC FIRE. 

We copy the following article on Volcanic Fires 
from the fifth number of the periodical, entitled 
“ Knowledge for the People.” 

Why are volcanoes produced? 

Because, according to the most recently 
observed phenomena, they ‘‘ depend upon 
the oxidation of the metals of the earths upon 
an extensive scale, in immense subterranean 
cavities to which water or atmospheric air 
may occasionally have access. The subter- 
ranean thunder heard at great distances under 
Vesuvius, prior to an eruption, indicates the 
vast extent of these cavities; and the exist- 
ence of a subterranean communication be- 
tween the Solfatarra and Vesuvius, is estab- 
lished by the fact that whenever the latter is 
in an active state, the former is comparative- 
ly tranquil. In confirmation of these views, 
the author remarks, that almost all the volca- 
noes of considerable magnitude in the old 
world, are in the vicinity of the sea; and in 
those where the sea is more distaat, as in the 
volcanoes of South America, the water may 
be supplied from great subterranean lakes ; 
for Humboldt states that some of them throw 
up quantities of fish.” The phenomena ob- 
served by the author afford a sufficient refuta- 
tion of all the ancient hypotheses, in which 
volcanic fires were ascribed to such chemical 
causes as the combustion of mineral coal, 
or the action of sulphur upon iron; and 
are perfectly consistent. ‘The author ac- 
knowledges, however, that the hypothesis of 
the nucleus of the globe being composed of 
matter liquified by heat, offers a still more 
simple solution of the phenomena of volcanic 
fires.— Sir H. Davy, Philosophical Transac- 
tions. 

On these phenomena, Baron Humboldt 
says, ‘‘ Observations made in all countries, 
in mines and caves, prove that, even at a 
small depth, the earth’s heat is much superi- 
or to the temperature of the surrounding at- 
mosphere. A fact so remarkable, and elicit- 
ed from observations made in almost every 
part of the globe, connects itself with what 
we learn of volcanoes. La Place has even 
attempted to determine the depth at which 
the earth may be considered as a melted mass. 
Whatever doubts may be entertained, not- 
withstanding the respect due to so great a 
name, as to the numerical accuracy of such 
calculation, it is not the Jess probable, that 
all volcanic phenomena arise from a single 
cause, which is the communication, constant 
or interrupted, that exists between the inte- 
rior of our planet and the external atmos- 
phere. Elastic vapours, by their pressure, 
raise through deep crevices the substances 
which are in a state of fusion, and which are 
oxidized. Volcanoes are, so to speak, inter- 
mittent springs of earthy matters. The fluid 
mixtures of metals. alkalies and earths, which 
condense into currents of lava, flow gently 
and slowly, when, on being raised up, they 
once find an issue. 

Why does water appear necessary lo pro- 
duce volcanic fire? ; 

Because the: most active volcanoes are in 
the immediate vicinity of the sea; some are 
actually beneath the sea; and only extinct 
volcanoes are found far in land. 

Why are earthquakes and volcanoes suppos- 
ed to be of the same origin? 

Because of the frequency of earthquakes 
in volcanic countries ; and when they occur 
in non-voleanic countries, remote from vol- 
canic fires, or their occurrence, the coinci- 
dence of distant volcanic eruptions. It is a 
remarkable circumstance, also, that the 
shocks of earthquakes are most severe in non- 
volcanic countries, such as Lisbon and the 
Caraccas.—NVotes in Science. 

Why do hot springs occur tm the very vicin- 
ity of all active volcanoes? 

Because, probably, such waters owe their 
temperature to their passage through chan- 
nels heated by volcanic fire.—Berzelius. 

Why do volcanoes throw oul pumice .stones? 

Because the light-colored, or whitish po- 
rous lavas, becom.ng fibrous, pass mto the 
above light spongy stone. 

y 18 pounce stone sometines seen floating 
on the sea? 

Because it is produced by submarine vol- 
canoes, that break out at such vast depths 
under the ocean, that none of their products: 


reach the surface, except such as are lighter | 





upon thé sea over a space of three hundred 


miles, at a great distance from any volcano, 


Why is puzzolano used for bulding in water? 
Because, when mixed with lime, it speedj- 


ly fixes itself, and the water does hot soft 
it, for it becomes continually harder and 


harder. The lime found abundantly at Dor. 
king, in Surrey, has a similar property of 
hardening under water. - 
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